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Pusxiic Law 601, 79TH Coneress 
The legislation under which the House Conimittee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
(53, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLe X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* ” om t + 2 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
RuLeE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
+ * . > * a” 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


* * + * * * . 


RULE X 
STANDING COM MITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 


* * ” * * * * 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * * a * * * 


RULE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, togethers with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
ALBANY, N. Y., AREA—Part 3 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 1954 


Unirep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
oN Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


Albany, N. Y. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to notice, at 10:35 a. m., in hearing room No. 1 of the 
Federal Building, Albany, N. Y., the Honorable Bernard W. Kearney 
presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Bernard W. Kearney, 
Gordon H. Scherer, and Francis E. Walter. 

Staff members present: Frank 8. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; and Earl L. Fuoss and James A. Andrews, 
investigators. 

Mr. Kearney. The hearing will be order. 

Let the record show that, acting under authority of the resolution 
establishing the House Committee on Un-American Activities, the 
chairman has set up a subcommittee for the purpose of conducting 
hearings in the city of Albany, composed of the following members: 
Hon. Bern: ard W. Kearney ‘, chairman; Hon. Gordon H. Scherer r; and 
Hon. Francis E. Walter. 

This committee is charged by the Congress of the United States 
with the responsibility of investigating the extent, character, and ob- 
jects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, the 
diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American 
propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries, or of a domestic 
origin, and attacks the principles of the form of government as guar- 
anteed by our Constitution and all other questions in relation thereto 
that will aid Congress in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities will resume this morn- 
ing the investigation of Communist Party activities within the capital 
area. This is a continuation of the open hearings which were con- 
ducted in Albany between July 13 and 16, 1953. The investigation 
has been extended into adjacent areas, from which witnesses are also 
expected to be heard. 

A public announcement was made in January that hearings would 
be resumed here at a much earlier date, but due to my desire not to 
interfere with sessions of the Federal court, and for reasons beyond 
the committee’s control, it became necessary to postpone them until 
this time. 
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Testimony was adduced during the July 1953 hearings which was 
of oreat value to the committee 1n the discharge of the duties imposed 
upon it by the Congress. ‘Two witnesses identified as a former mem- 
ber of the Communist Party an individual then occupying an im 
portant Government position in Cincinnati, Ohio, namely, that of a 
regional representative of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service. Although the individual holding this position consistently 
denied Communist Party affiliation in three loyalty hearings held in 
1948, 1952, and 1953, resulting in his clearance at those hearings and 
the retention of his Government position, when he was subpenaed 
a” fore this committen, on the basis of the sworn testimony taken here 

Albany, he immediately resigned his important Federal position 
oa appeared before this committee in response to his subpena and 
admitted former Communist Party membership, and that he had per- 
jured himself on the three occasions mentioned above. Due to the 
high position occupied by this individual in the Federal Government, 
this disclosure was one of the most important incidents of the year in 
the field of congressional investigations. 

The testimony of Pat Walsh, a former Communist and member 
of the Canadian Seaman’s Union, was of inestims ible value in giving a 
clear picture of the international aspects of the Communist conspiracy. 

Other testimony taken at the 1953 Albany hearings related to the 
efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate industry and other seg- 
ments of society in the capital area. Testimony now to be ee: 
expected to supplement that formerly given on this subject and <¢ 
indicated will extend into adj = ent areas. 

I want to emphasize what I have stated hitherto, namely that the 
committee is not concerned with the political beliefs or opinions of any 
witness. It is concerned only with facts showing the extent, character, 

nd objects of Communist Party activities within the areas from which 
the witnesses are subpenaed. 

I desire also to make it clear that this committee is not interested 
in any dispute between management and labor or with internal dis- 
putes within the field of labor. However, the committee considers 
that it has a legislative mandate to investigate the extent, character, 

and objects of Communist Party activities wherever evidence of its 
existence is found, and this it proposes to do. 

This committee is not investigating labor unions, but it is investi- 
gating communism within the field of labor where it has substantial 
evidence that it exists. Such an investigation is particularly perti- 
nent at this time when the Committee on Un-American Activities is 
engaged in the study of H. R. 7487 which has been referred by the 
Speaker of the House to this committee. 

In keeping with the long-standing policy of this committee, any 
individuals or organizations, whose names are mentioned during the 
course of the hearing in such a manner as to adversely affect them, 
shall have an opportunity to appear before the committee for the 
purpose of making a denial or offering an explanation of such adverse 
information. 

I would also like at this time, before the beginning of these hear- 
ings, to make this announcement to the public: 

We are here at the direction of the Congress of the United States, 
trying to discharge a duty and obligation that has been placed upon 
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us. The public is here by permission of the committee and not by any 
compulsion, Any attempt or effort on the part of anyone to make a 
demonstration or audible comment in this hearing room, either favor- 
ably or unfavorably, toward the committee’s undertaking, or to what 
any witness may have to say, will not be countenanced by the commit- 
tee. If such conduct should occur, the officers on duty will be requested 
to eject the offenders from the hearing room. 

Mr. Counsel, are you ready to proceed ¢ 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Yes, sir. I would like to call as the first witness 
Mr. John Patrick Charles. Will you come forward, please ¢ 

Mr. Kearney. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Cuartes. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN PATRICK CHARLES 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Cuartes. John Patrick Charles. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Charles, it is the practice of the committee to 
advise all witnesses appearing before it that they have the right to 
have counsel with them if they desire. It is noted that you do not have 
counsel with you. Do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Cuartes. No, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Charles? 

Mr. Cuarves. I was born in Watervliet, N. Y., in 1921. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 

Mr. Cuaries. | completed grammar school and high school 
Syracuse, N. Y. That is the extent of my education. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cuarues. No, I am not. 

Mr. 'TavenNER. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Cuarves. Yes, I have. 

Mr. TavennerR. When did you first become a member of the party ¢ 

Mr. Cuarves. I became a member of the party early in 1946, the 
early part of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, during the course of the 1953 hear- 
ing, a Communist Party organizer in this area by the name of John 
Mills Davis testified as to the activities of the Communist Party in this 
area up until the time he left the Communist Party which was some- 
time in 1946 or 1947. This witness’ testimony will begin at approxi- 
mately or very close to the time that Mr. Davis left “the party and 
will continue, I understand, through the year 1950. 

Mr. Charles, let me ask you when did you leave the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. I left the Communist Party in June of 1950. 

Mr. TavenneR. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you became a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. When I wrote a letter to the Communist Party head- 
quarters in New York City. This letter was referred to the Schenec- 
tady branch of the party and the representative of the party was sent 
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up to see me to recruit me into the party. This was a fellow by the 
name of Mike Dworkin. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Mr. Dworkin was identified as a member of the 
Communist Party during the 1953 hearings, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Charles, will you tell the committee the ceppenaanntes under 
which _ wrote the letter to Communist Party headquarters 

Mr. Cuaries. The purpose of my joining the eeu Party 
was to expose their methods. With this intention, I joined the Com- 
munist Party. Before attending any Communist Party meetings, I 
informed the Federal Bureau of Investigation that I had joined the 
party, and I was willing to be helpful to them in any way I could 
be. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did they accept your assistance? 

Mr. Cares. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you make a report to that investigating agency 
of what you learned while in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes, every meeting that I ever attended in the Com- 
munist Party was recorded by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you made that arrangement before you at- 
tended your first meeting of the Communist Party; did I understand 
that correctly ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes. That is more or less correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated you wrote your letter to the head- 
quarters of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. TavennErR. Whe = = re the headquarters located ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, ink it was on East 13th Street, if I am not 
mistaken. 

Mr. Tavenner. What city? 

Mr. Cuaries. New York City. This letter was referred to the 
party in Schenectady, and Mike Dworkin came up and talked to me 
about joining the organization. He wasn’t instrumental in my join- 
ing. It was Philip Bayer and Harold Klein, who was the chairman 
of the northeastern section of the Communist Party of New York 
State. Mr. Bayer was also functionary of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did eis interview take place? 

Mr. Cuartes. At my home in Watervliet. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long after the interview was it that you be- 
came a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, they immediately signed me up. Mr. Bayer 
and Mr. Klein signed me up. They gave mea party card, and I was a 
member of the party although it wasn’t until approximately 2 or 3 
weeks later that I attended my first Communist Party meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you get directions as to the time and place 
of the first Communist Party meeting you attended ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Mr. Klein picked me up at my home and took me. 

Mr. TavenneER. Where was the meeting held? 

Mr. Cuartes. At Troy, N. Y., the Troy cell of the Communist 
Party im the home of I. Nathan Sidman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that mean that you were assigned to a Troy 
unit of the Communist Party when you first became a member? 

Mr. Cuartes. When I first became a member, I was assigned to the 
Troy group of the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How many were at the meeting which yon first 
attended at the home of 1. Nathan Sidman? 

Mr. Cuartes. This first meeting, there were approximately 7 in 
attendance, although the full Troy group constituted about 15 or 16 
members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee as nearly as you can 
what the objectives of that group of the Communist Party were? 

Mr. Cuartes. The objectives of this particular group, the Troy cell 
of the Communist Party, were to infiltrate in the American Labor 
Party and work through it for the simple reason that before 1946, 
the Communist Party was a legal party in New York State. After 
that time, they weren’t successful in obtaining enough signatures to 
qualify them in New York State, and they wanted to subvert another 
legal party, and it was the American Labor Party that they were 
instrumental in infiltrating. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee how you know that this 
group of the Communist Party worked through or into the American 
Labor Party in Troy ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, this particular cell emanating in Troy was at 
the home of Sidman who was also chairman of the American Labor 
Party. At these particular meetings, strategy was discussed for 
getting people on the canvass for the American Labor Party and so 
for. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether all of the members of the 
Communist Party group in Troy were members of the American 
Labor Party? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes, all of the members of the Troy group of the 
Communist Party were members of the American Labor Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee or give the committee 
any additional information as to how this Communist Party fune- 
tioned in endeavoring to control and infiltrate the American Labor 
Party? Is there anything more you can tell us than what you have 
told us? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, in 1946, the Communist Party, as I say, had no 
ticket of its own. Therefore, they were trying to infiltrate another 
party and actually dominate it. They were instrumental in doing 
this in Rensselaer and Albany through the American Labor Party, 
which the Communist Party controlled in these two respective 
counties, 

Mr. TavenneR. How many did you say composed the membership 
of that group of the Communist Party in Troy? 

Mr. Cartes. Its strength there was approximately 15 people in 
attendance at the cell meetings in Troy, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice that you are referring to certain notes there. 
Are those your own notes in your own handwriting? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes, these are my own notes; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how long you 
remained in Troy and attended Communist Party meetings there? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, I attended approximately 6 Communist Party 
meetings in Troy and Cohoes, N. Y., at 2 different homes. The meet- 
ings in Cohoes, N. Y., were held at the home of Rena Powers. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Were there any other homes in which the meetings 
were held that you can now recall, besides the 2 you have mentioned ? 
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Mr. Cuartes. No, in the Troy area, the meetings were held in these 
2 homes. The meetings I attended were held in ‘these 2 homes, Rena 
Powers and Nathan Sidman, and the majority of the people that I 
have known in this cell attended meetings in these 2 homes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee those who were known 
to you to be members of the Troy group of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Cuarves. There was I. Nathan Sidman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt. In giving the names of any in- 
dividuals, will you indentify them as nearly as you can as to their 
occupation at the time, and advise the committee of any particular 
function that they played in this Communist Party group. 

Mr. Cuartes. I, Nathan Sidman, a Troy attorney, also chairman of 
the American Labor Party in Rensselaer County. There was Selma 
Levy. She was a housewife. George LaFortune. He worked at an 
industrial plant in Cohoes, I think the Rensselaer Valve. Nick Cam- 
pas, business agent, Troy Hotel and Restaurant Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, you will recall that Nick Campas 
testified before this committee in 1953 and cooperated fully with it. 
He is no longer a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerrr. Nick Campas was also the person who identified Jack 
McNamara to whom the chairman referred. 

Mr. CuariEs. There was a Stephen Wayne, a student at RPI. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by RPI? 

Mr. Cuarues. Rensselaer Polytec hnic Institute. 

There was Arthur Levy, a professor at Rensselaer Polytechnic In- 
stitute and also one of our teachers in this particular group in Marx- 
ism. Then, there was Robert Scanlon, also a professor at RPI. 
There was Beth Scanlon, wife of Bob Scanlon, housewife. Rena 
Powers, also a housewife. Donald Hatchigan. He was an industrial 
worker at the Behr-Manning Corp., in Watervliet, N. Y. There was 
a Frieda Schwenkmyer. She was an organizer for the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers at Troy, N. Y. There was a Simon Fialkoff, a 
Communist Party organizer. Harold Klein, chairman of the north- 
eastern section of the Communist Party of New York State. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the spelling of the name K-]-e-i-n ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes. Also, Edward Elkind. 

Mr. —_— Is that Harold Klein a former resident of Schenec- 
tudy, N. Y.? 

Mr. Cuarues. That is right. Edward Elkind. He was a student 
at RPI, and a Helen Tourosunian. She was also active in the Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers in Troy, N. Y. These names constitute 
the Troy cell. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why was it that your attendance at meetings in 
Troy was limited to about 7 or 8? 

Mr. Cuartrs. At this particular time I was selected by Harold 
Kiein, the chairman of the party, to attend the school that was taking 
place at Scotia, N. Y., the Communist Party school. It was at the 
home of a Morris Levine in Scotia, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend that school ? 

Mr. Cuarues. Yes; I attended that school. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did it last ? 

Mr. Cuartes. The course of instruction was 2 weeks. I attended 
for approximately 11 days. 
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Mr. TavenNer. What was the general nature of the training you re- 
ceived there ? 

Mr. CuHartes. Well, the bulk constituted lectures on Marxism, 
Bolshevism, and the History of the Communist Party and Soviet 
Union, Foundations of Leninism, ete. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Who was your instructor? 

Mr. Cuartes. My instructor was a Sam Don. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether that was his full and correct 
name or not ¢ 

Mr. Cuartues. No; that was a fictitious name he was using. 

Mr. Kearney. Where was he from ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. From New York City. Sent by party headquarters 
in New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him by any other name ? 

Mr. Cuarues. Yes; but I cannot recall it: 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, in the annual report of the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities for the year 1952, reference is made 
on page 37 to the testimony of Thomas Delaney and Samuel DiMaria, 
taken in Philadelphia in October 1952, where reference is made to a 
man by the name of Samuel Donchin, also Don. He was a member, 
according to this testimony, of the district committee of the Commu- 
nist Party of America, the trade union committee of the Communist 
Party of America, dis strict organizer of the Communist Party in the 
Philadelphia area 

Mr. WauTer. H: as he ever testified ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. Waurrr. Does Mr. Don know of the accusations made against 
him ? 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time the testimony was taken, the committee 
did not have the rule that is now in force where the committee notifies 
the individual that his name has been mentioned. However, I might 
say that even if we had had such a rule at that time, we would not have 
known his address and could not have notified him. 

Mr. Scuerer. The testimony to which you referred has been in the 
record of the committee for a long time ? 

Mr. Tavenner. The testimony was released in 1952, and it was the 
subject of discussion in the annual report for the year 1952. 

Mr. Watrer. Of course, if he was a Communist Party functionary, 
he has probably had made available our complete file and our reports 
hy this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many were in attendance at this Communist 
Party school ? 

Mr. Cuartes. In the first place, as I say, this class was held at the 
home of Morris Levine in Schenectady, but it was constantly changed 
every 3 or 4 days, changed from one home to another. It moved from 
his home to the home of Rudy Ellis, in Schenectady, N. Y. Then it 
moved to Albany, N. Y., to the home of Gus Kakulas. 

Mr. Kearney. Is this Rudy Ellis the same Rudy Ellis who was a 
member of the UE in the Borough of the Bronx some years ago? 

Mr. Cuartes. I have no recollection. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Just a moment. We want to check the spelling of 
a name. Mr. Chairman, the witness named the name of Frieda 
Schwenkmyer a few moments ago. According to the spelling that 
we have, it is F-r-i-e-d-a and the last name is S-c-h-w-e-n-k-m-y-e-r 
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Mr. Watrer. Have you checked that spelling ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. We have checked it through the testimony of Nicho- 
las Campas and Jack Davis. 

Mr. Waurer. The way the witness spelled the name, it didn’t add 
up to anything. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us more about Frieda Schwenkmyer 
in the way of identifying her? 

Mr. Cuartes. I attended exactly one meeting with Frieda. I knew 
she was connected with the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Troy. 
I had no other contact with Frieda. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the spelling of the name is the best that you 
know how to spell it? 

Mr. Cartes. Well, it was never spelled out for me. I heard the 
name. She mentioned the name to me, and I spelled it the best I 
could. 

Mr. Tavenner. I might add, Mr. Chairman, that the description 
given by Mr. Nicholas Campas and Jack Davis is that she was former 
organizer for the Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union at Troy, 
Mees 

Can you tell the committee why this school was transferred to 3 
different cities during the period of 11 days? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, the party was very security conscious. They 
were constantly moving so as not to have the FBI or any Government 
investigating agencies know what they were doing and where these 
meetings were taking place. They were constantly changing around 
for that reason. 

Mr. Wavrer. You have stated that the group was security con- 
scious, which is your own conclusion. What was said that indicated 
to you that they were fearful lest their activities became known by 
the FBI? . | 

Mr. Cuaries. Well, every meeting I attended of that particular 
school, the first thing that Sam Don, the instructor, said was, “I won- 
der if the FBI man is in the group.” He was real fearful of FBI 
plants infiltrating the party. 

Mr. Waurer. But did he indicate that what you engaged in was 
unlawful ? 

Mr. Cuartes. I don’t understand the question. 

Mr. Waurer. Did Mr. Don state, “We must be careful because what 
we are doing is in violation of the law’ ? 

Mr. Cuartes. No; Mr. Don did not state that; no. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many attended this school with you? 

Mr. Cuaries. There was a Florence Klein, the wife of Harold 
Klein, the Communist Party organizer, chairman of the Communist 
Party. There was a Charles Rivers. He was connected with the UE 
at Schenectady in some way. I don’t know in what capacity. There 
was a Morris Levine. There was Henrietta Levine. There was Joseph 
Gebhardt. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. Was he the husband of the person 
whose name has appeared in the press in the last few days as the person 
under deportation ? 

Mr. Cuarres. That is the same one, yes. There was a woman 
known tome as Mae. Harold Klein was alsodn attendance. A Rudy 
Ellis, Mrs. Ellis. P 
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Mr. TAvENNER. Just a moment. Did you take ares of any par- 
ticular activity in which Rudy Ellis was engaged as a member of 
the Communist Party at that time? 

Mr. Cuaries. No. Mrs. Ellis and a Philip Bayer 

Mr. Tavenner. After you completed the course of tr: uining which 
had _ given by the Communist Party, what did you do? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, I am a merchant seaman by profession, and I 
nena Mr. Klein that I was going to New York and ship out, and 
he gave me a letter to the water front section of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who gave you the letter? 

Mr. Cuares. Mr. Klein. “He gave me a letter to the waterfront 
section of the Communist Party and told me it would be helpful and 
it would get me a job on board the ship. At that time, the shipping 
was slow, and he told me that the party would help me get a job on 
the ship. I attended 2 meetings of the waterfront section, and they 
were not getting me any job on board ship, and at that time I shipped 
out to various Latin American countries for approximately 1014 or 
{1 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time, did you engage in any 
Communist Party activities ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, I met several Communists in different Latin 
American countries, but I did not engage in any Communist Party 
activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have an opportunity to know the extent 
of the Communist Party activities in Central American and South 
American countries ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, the Communist Party in the Panama Canal 
Zone was a very militant organization, and I was instrumental in talk- 
ing to 4 or 5 individuals who were members of the Communist Party. 
That is in Gatun on the Atlantic side of the Panama Canal. 

Mr. ‘TaveNnNner. Let me ask you this: Did you gain any informa- 
tion as to whether or not the Communist Party headquarters was in 
the Canal Zone or whether it was in Panama? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, the Communist Party was in the Republic of 
Panama on the Pacific side, in Panama City. ‘The Communist Party 
headquarters was in Panama City. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did not learn of the existence of the Commu- 
nist Party headquarters in the American Canal Zone? 

Mr. Cuartes. No, I know of no headquarters in the Canal Zone, no. 

a TAVENNER. Did you return to the Albany area after engaging 

1 about 10 or 11 months’ shipping? 

"Me ‘HARLES. Yes, I returned to the Albany area. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you again affiliate with the Communist Party 
in the Albany area ? 

Mr. Cuarves. Yes, I became affiliated with the Communist Party 
in the Albany area 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you re- 
turned to the party here? 

Mr. Crarves. I was instructed by the FBI to infiltrate the party, 
which I did. I got in touch with Harold Klein, the chairman of the 
party, and told him I was back, and I wanted to get back into the 
organization and do work. At this time, they placed me in the Arbor 
Hill group of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. When was this? 
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Mr. Cuartes. In the latter part of 1948. 

Mr. Scuerer. Who placed ~~ there? 

Mr. Cuarwes. Harold Klein, the chairman of the party. 

Mr. TavenNer. Did you seek nietdadion to any particular group of 
the Communist Party at that time, or was this entirely Harold Klein’s 
idea to have you connected with the Arbor Hill group ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. No. It was Harold Klein’s idea. He placed me in 
the Arbor Hill group. 

Mr. TaveNNER. How many people composed that group when you 
were a member ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. This group consisted of approximately 25 members. 

Mr. TavenneR. Will you tell the committee what the chief objective 
of that group of the Communist Party was, what they attempted to do 
and what they actually did? 

Mr. CuHar.es. Well. the chief object of the Arbor Hill group was— 
of course, this Arbor Hill group is in the Negro section of meen 
The party was trying to make inroads in Albany with the Negro 
group, win their confidence, and recruit them into the Communist 
Party, which they were successful in doing to some extent. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Who became the leaders in that group ? 

Mr. Cuartes. In the Arbor Hill group various of the organizers— 
functionaries in the party were also in attendance at this particular 
group, the Arbor Hill gro up, to lend prestige to this particular cell. 
The chairman of this particular group was a Lenora Van Hosean. 
She was the chairman of this particular cell. 

Mr. TavenneR. You said there were certain functionaries who were 
assigned to this group to lend prestige to the group? 

Mr. Cuartes. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were they ? 

Mr. Cuarues. There was a Harry Philo. He was an organizer for 
the American Labor Party, and he was cochairman of the American 
Labor Party. He was on the city committee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What city? 

Mr. Cuarues. The city committee, a government body of the Com- 
munist Party in the area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell his last name. 

Mr. Cuartes. P-h-i-l-o. Harry Philo. Also, there was Simon 
Fialkoff. 

Mr. TavenneEr. What was his position in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. He was an organizer in the Albany area of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. TaveNnNer. Will you spell the name? 

Mr. Cuartrs. F-i-a-l-k-o-f-f. And there was Bernard Schuldiner. 
He was also an organizer for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. All the functionaries were concentrated in this 
particular group? 

Mr. Cuartes. In this particular group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. That is correct. 

Mr. TavenNNER. Will you tell the committee what this group did to 
attempt to increase membership ¢ 

Mr. Cuarues. They were trying to break down barriers between 
the white and the Negro people by these functionaries attending this 
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particular group. They thought that the Negro people would " 
under the impression that the party was 100 percent above board and 
the party actually practiced what they preached in reference to dis- 
crimination and preference in jobs, and so forth. The organizers were 
constantly telling the Negro people that they could get them jobs 
through the Communist Party, whereas the Democratic or the Repub- 
lican Party couldn’t do these things for them. They said only the 
Communist Party can succeed in getting you jobs at this particular 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You said they did succeed ? 

Mr. Cuarves. They did succeed in getting these Negroes jobs in the 

\lbany area 

We had another party member working with the New York Bureau 
of Unemployment Compensation by the name of Amalia Crago. It 
was through Amalia these Negroes got jobs in the Albany area. Also, 
they were constantly holding parties at different organizations such 
as the Booker T. Washington Center and the Negro. Elks Hall, and 
so forth. These parties were held 2 or 3 times a week to show the 
Negroes that the party actually practiced what they preached, and 
there were no barriers existing between the Communists and the Negro 
people. 

Mr. Warrer. What position did Mr. Crago occupy ! 

Mr. Cuarues. Mrs. Crago. I guess she was an interviewer at the 
State bureau of une mployme nt compensation. 

Mr. Water. She was in a position to carry out the orders or sug- 
gestions made by this group of Communists to place these colored 
people for building up the strength of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cuarues. That is correct. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Was she known to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Cuarves. Yes; I attended meetings with Mrs. Crago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think I should call attention to the 
fact that Amalia Pesko Crago was identified in the 1953 hearings as a 
member of the Communist Party by Nicholas Campas, Jack Davis, 
and John Mills Davis and also by Samuel Evans. 

When positions were obt: ained through the influence or efforts of 
Amalia Crago, where were these persons assigned to work or what 
jobs did they actually get, if you know? 

Mr. CHar.es. These people were placed in the food industry, the 
hotel and restaurant workers. She got them jobs in the various hotels 
and restaurants that come under local No. 471 of the hotel and restau- 
rant union in Albany. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, who were mem- 
bers of the Arbor Hill group of the Communist Party while you were 
a member of it; that is, those persons known to you to be members 
of that group. 

Mr. Cuartes. The Arbor Hill group. Scott Gray—he is an Albany 
attorney—he was also a teacher in Marxism at this particular Arbor 
Hill cell. There was Simon Fialkoff, a Communist Party organizer; 
Gertrude Fialkoff, the wife of Simon Fialkoff, Harry Philo; Jean 
Philo, wife of Harry Philo; Dorothy Bloom; Charles Hightower. 
There was Burdell Hightower. 


87740—54—pt. 33 
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Mr. TAveNER. Will you give more identifying information regard- 
ing these individuals, if you can, as to what their employment was 
at the time, if you know? 

Mr. Cuartes. Do you want me to go back? 

Mr. TAveNer. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarves. Scott Gray was an Albany attorney. Simon Fialkoff 
was the chairman of the Communist Party, Gertrude, wife of Simon. 
Harry Philo was an organizer for Local No. 471, the Hotel and Restau- 
rant Union. He worked at different restaurants and hotels in the 
Albany area different times. Jean Philo, wife of Harry, unemployed 
housewife. Dorothy Bloom worked at various hotels and restaurants 
in Albany. Charles Hightower was a restaurant worker also. Bur- 
dell Hightower unemployed, his wife; Joseph Tischler, student at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute at Troy, N. Y.: Eugene Clark. He 
worked in the food industry for some time also as a laborer. There 
was Leona Clark, wife of Eugene. There was Norman Easley. He 
worked for the teamsters’ union driving trucks, and so forth. Also, 
there was Harold Soloway. I understand he was a chemist at Win- 
throp Stearns, a chemical plant in Rensselaer; Lenora Van Hosean. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is she the person you referred to as being the leader 
or chairman / 

Mr. Cuarues. Yes, the same person. Adelaide Van Hosean. She 
worked in the restaurants also. There was Mary Van Hosean. There 
was Lester Van Hosean. Lester was unemployed for quite some time. 
There was Raymond Van Hosean. He was employed in New York 
state, 

Mr. Scuerer. What did he do for the State of New York? 

Mr. Cuarves. I have no idea. I knew he was employed by the 
State. There was Raymond Van Hosean, Jr. He was unemployed 
for some time also. Bernard Schuldiner, a Communist Party organ 
izer. Also, there was Norma Schuldiner, his wife. Joseph Tischler 
he was a student at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you. Over what period of time 
were these persons members of the Communist Party, or what period 
of time are you now speaking of ? 

Mr. Cuartes. These people were in the Arbor Hill group at one 
time or another from the period of late 1948 or 1950, the time I got out 
of the party. The people were constantly changing from one group 
to another. There was also a Martin Snitkoff. He was working in 
the food industry also. There was Gloria Spero. She was a student 
at the Albany Teachers College, and there was Edward Elkind. He 
was a student at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute also. These people 
constituted the Arbor Hill group of the party. 

Mr. TavENNER. You told the committee that those persons who were 
members of this group, who obtained employment through the means 
that mean they had to become members of a union in that field ? 
Crago—— 

Mr. CHarzes. Mrs. Crago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were assigned to work in restaurant work. Did 
that mean they had to become members of a union in that field 2 

Mr. Cartes. Yes, they became members of local No. 471. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not these people who ob- 
tained employment in local No. 471, or rather who became members 
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of local No. 471, became influential in any way in the work of that 
local ? 

Mr. CHartes. Well, yes. We had a food cell in the Communist 
Party that was working inside of local No. 471. This food cell of _ 
Communist Party was instrumental in forming the policy, and s 
forth, of this particular union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the names of any of the members of 
the food cell in local No. 471? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes; I do. There was Philip Callisus. There was a 
Norman Wolberg. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. If you can give any further information regarding 
them, I wish you would. 

Mr. Caries. Philip Callisus was a waiter at the Kenmore Hotel 
in Albany. This Norman Wolberg—he was working at Huyler’s in 
Albany at that time. Milton Koblenz—he worked at the Ten Kyck 
Hotel. There was Martin Snitkoff. He worked at the DeWitt Clin- 
ton. There was Kostas Dakchoylous. He was the business agent of 
local No. 471. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know how to spell his name? 

Mr. Cuarues. I am sorry. I don't. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our spelling is D-a-k-c-h-o-y-]l-o-u-s, 

What position did he hold in local No. 4714 

Mr. CuHarurs. Kostas was the business agent of No. 471. There 
was Dorothy Bloom. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. Was there any dispute that arose 
within the Communist Party relating to Kostas Dakchoylous ? 

Mr. Cuarues. Yes. The leaders in the party weren’t too en- 
thusiastic about Kostas being business agent of local No. 471 for the 
simple reason that he was too hard to handle. He wouldn’t adhere 
to Communist Party policies, philosophies, et cetera, and he was 
highly temperamental, and at various times they tried to oust him 
from leadership in the union by undermining him from beneath. 
That is one of the reasons that they infiltrated people into this industry 
unbeknown to Kostas to oust him out of this position he held in the 
union. In fact, they were grooming me at one time to take over the 
leadership of this particular union to oust Mr. Dakchoylous. 

Mr. TAvENNER. So, a drive was made by the Communist Party to 
bring more members into this union who were members of the Com- 
munist Party so they could offset the leadership of this man Dakchoyl- 
ous whom they could not control ¢ 

Mr. Cuarirs. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Although a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crarztes. That is correct. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you stop at this point and tell us what other 
efforts beside transferring new employees through Mrs. Crago to this 
group were used to build up the strength against Dake hoylous i in this 
union / 

Mr. Cuarues. The organizers in Schenectady were sending party 
members down from Schenectady to get jobs in the Albany area in 
local No. 471. This was not known to the business agent. They were 
trying to oust him from beneath. The tactics in getting rid of the 
undesirable—and approximately five people were sent down from 
Schenectady to gain employment in the restaurant industry. 
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Mr. Tavenner. They left their own employment in Schenectady and 
came to Albany for that purpose ¢ 

Mr. Cuarues. That is correct. They left their employment. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was done at the direction of the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes, at the direction of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were those persons 4 

Mr. Cuartes. There was a Marshall Garcia. He was working at 
the Casa Blanca. That is a sort of a nightclub, and I haven’t got the 
othernames. There wasa Jerry Thomasalso. He was sent down also 
to gain employment in the Hotel and Restaurant Workers’ Union. 
The others I haven’t got. I don’t recall them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I interrupted you in listing the names of the 
persons who were members of the food cell of this Communist Party. 
I believe the last name you gave was Dakchoylous. 

Mr. Cuarues. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there others ? 

Mr. Cares. Yes, there was Dorothy Bloom. She was working as 
a waitress in the Kenmore Hotel. Harry Philo. He worked at vari- 
ous different restaurants and hotels in the Albany area. Also, Morris 
Zuckman. He is an Albany attorney. He was a member of this cell 
also. And Mr. Scott Gray. He was a member of this cell also. He 
was an Albany attorney. Bernard Schuldiner, the Communist Party 
organizer in Albany. 

Mr. Scuerer. These people were members of the party as late as 
what year? 

Mr. Cuartes. As late as 1950. 

Mr. SCHERER. I can see why some of them took the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Watrer. Were any of these activities that you are describing 
engaged in whet the North Koreans moved into South Korea 

Mr. Cuarces. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Watrer. Was that 1950? 

Mr. Tavenner. When, in 1950, did you leave the party ? 

Mr. Cnartes. In June of 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, this is a convenient place for a break, 
if you desire to have one. 

Mr. Kearney. The committee will be in recess for 15 minutes. 

(Whereupon the committee recessed at 11:35 a.m.) 


AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Kearney. Proceed. Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Charles, how closely did you work with Mr. 
Harold Klein, the organizer of the Communist Party in this area be- 
tween 1948 and 1950? 

Mr. Cuarves. Mr. Klein and I were real friendly to the extent he 
used to pay social visits at my home 2 or 3 times a week. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was Harold Klein living at that time? 

Mr. Cuarves. He was living at Union Avenue in Schenectady at 
that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you assigned any duties by Mr. Klein in addi- 


tion to being a member of the Arbor Hill group of the Communist 
Party ? 
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Mr. Cuares. By Mr. Klein, no, but Mr. Fialkoff, the organizer, and 
Mr. Schuldiner. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Mr. Schuldiner’s position was in the Commu- 
nist Party 

Mr. Cuarves. He was an organizer, a functionary of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say these two organizers assigned you other 
duties? What were those duties? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, at the particular time, it was hard to get any 
of the Communists out to do the so-called leg work, and it reverted 
to 2 or 3 individuals, myself included, and the bulk of this work in 
Albany fell into my hands, and I had access in several groups in 
cell meetings that went on in different parts of Albany. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what was the nature of 
this leg work that you spoke of ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. Fund drive, distribution drive—well, organizing the 
Communist-front organizations, Labor Youth League, the Young Pro- 
gressives of America, recruiting drives in the three organizations, the 
Labor Youth League, the Communist Party and the Young Progres- 
sives of America. I was press director and member of the Labor 
Youth League which was a Communist-front organization. This or- 
ganization was dedicated to the teaching of Karl Marx, socialism. The 
whole executive committees of the Labor Youth League and the Pro- 
gressives of America were Communists. Everybody on the executive 
committees of these organizations. 

Mr. Scuerer. These activities that you are describing continued 
until what year? 

Mr. Cuartes. Continued until the time I got out of the party in 
June 1950. 

Mr. Scuerer. They were going on at the time you left the party? 

Mr. Cuares. At the time I left the party; yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. How long they continued—whether they are con- 
tinuing today, you don’t know ¢ 

Mr. Cuares. No, I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say you were engaged in the work of press 
director? In more detail, what was the nature of that work? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, the upstate edition of the Daily Worker—I 

called myself the official cameraman for that Communist Party paper. 
ss that respect, I constantly carried a camera around with me and had 
access to different homes and offices. I had the key to all of the party 
offices. In my capacity in doing this leg work around Albany, I was 
in 6 or 7 places in the course of a day, ‘and nobody ever became sus- 
picious of me for the simple reason I was taking the initiative in doing 
this leg work, whereas the other people were complacent and liked to 
sit back and watch the other people do it. 

Mr. Scuerer. You referred to the Labor Youth League as a Com- 
munist-front organization. 

Mr. Cuartes. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that right, or is the Labor Youth League a part of 
the Communist Party setup itself? 

Mr. Cuartes. It was part of the Communist Party apparatus in 
Albany. 

Mr. Scuerer. Part and parcel of the apparatus itself, rather than 
being a front organization, as we define front organizations? 
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Mr. Cuartes. The meetings in the Labor Youth League took place 
at the Communist Party headquarters at 516 Broadway here in 
Albany or at the home of Bernard Schuldiner, the Communist Party 
organize rat WP hilip Street, either 1 of these 2 places, the meetings 
were held. Also, occasional Labor Soak League meetings were held 
at the Albany Communist headquarters at 516 Broadway. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you able to say that my statement was correct; 
namely, that the Labor Youth League is part and parcel of the Com- 
— P arty apparatus rather than being a front organization ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. It is part and parcel of it; yes. 

Mr. 7 AVENNER. As a result of these various assignments which you 
received and the work in which you engaged, were you in a position 
where you attended various Communist group meetings without it 
being suspected that you were engaged by an aggressive branch of 
the Government? 

Mr. Cuartes. I was never suspected in my activities in the party in 
Albany or Schenectady or Troy. I was never suspected. I had 
access to different offices. I had the ke ‘ys to the different party offices, 
and so forth. Nobody ever became suspicious of the nature of the 
work I was doing. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other club or group meetings of the Com- 
munist Party in the capital area did you attend besides the groups 
that you have already referred to? 

Mr. Cuariers. There was the South End Club of the Communist 
Party. The chairman of this particular cell was a Mattie Lou 
Thompson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee anything about the ob- 
jective of that particular group of the party ? 

Mr. Cuarves. This particular group engaged in exactly the same 
sort of work as the Arbor Hill group. They are both in the Negro 
sections of Albany, and it was the purpose of this particular group 

also to attract the Negroes in the south end of Alb: any into the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Will you proceed? 

Mr. Cuartes. I say, the chairman of this particular group was a 
Mattie Lou Thompson. Bernard Schuldiner, the party organizer, 
was in attendance at the majority of these meetings also. Joseph 
Crago, the husband of Amalia Crago. He is a certified public ac 
countant. Amalia Crago was also in attendance at this particular 
cell meeting. There was a Harriet Wolf. She was on the executive 
committee also of the American Labor Party. - There was Sylvia 
Dean. She was on the executive committee of the American Labor 
Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. All these people you are naming were Communists? 

Mr. Cuarues. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you know they were members of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. By attending several meetings with them. 

Mr. Kearney. Those were closed meetings? They were all mem- 
bers of the Communist Party who attended ? 

Mr. Cuartes. That is correct. Only party members attended. 
Also, there was Sarah Kaufman. There was Jake Potichio, Mike 
Dworkin. He was a State employee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he the person who first interviewed you about 
going into the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Cartes. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was the American Labor Party as late as 1950 con- 
trolled and dominated by the Communists? 

Mr. Cuartes. Controlled and dominated by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. That may explain some of these broadcasts in the 
Albany area last year. 

Mr. Kearney. I don’t pay any attention to them. 

Mr. Scuerer. I do. It is interesting. 

Mr. TavenneR. Will you proceed? 

Mr. Cuartes. Jeannette Dworkin, Harry Philo. He was organizer 
for the American Labor Party, and he was cochairman of the Amer- 
ican Labor Party. Howard Thompson. He was a self-employed 
mechanic. Janet Scott. She was a newspaperwoman on the Knicker- 
bocker News as far as I can recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. She is the same person who refused to testify here in 

1953 by relying on the fifth amendment and she was identified by John 
Mills Davis and Samuel Evans as a Communist Party member ? 

Mr. Cuarues. There was John Wright. He wasa parole officer for 
New York State. Philip Callisus. 

Mr. Tavenner. John Wright, Mr. Chairman, was also a witness in 
1953 who refused to testify under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuartes. That is all for this particular group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you come in contact with the membership in any 
other club in the immediate Albany or capital area ? 

Mr. Cuaries. Yes, the Railroad Club of the Communist Party. The 
Railroad Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee first what the objectives 
of the Communist Party were, if you know, in attempting to organize 
a group or cell of the Communist Party within the railroad industry ? 

Mr. Crarzes. They were constantly trying to infiltrate into the basie 
industries, the steel mills, and the railroads in the Albany metropolitan 
area. It was highly industrialized in this area. They were con- 
stantly infiltrating, recruiting people to infiltrate, particularly, the 
railroads. They have large marshaling yards into the area. They 
weren't successful only to the extent that I had a job myself on the 
railroad, and I was the only one in the party working on the railroad 
at the particular time this Railroad Club was formed. Well, the bulk 
of the work done by the Railroad Club was mimeographed literature, 
distributed to the New York Central and Delaware & Hudson Rail- 
roads, and, too, there was an official publication put out by the Com- 
munist Party in New York State called the Railroad Workers’ Daily. 
That constitutes the bulk of the work done in the Railroad Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall at this particular time whether fune- 
tionaries from New York or other places were brought into this area 
to assist in the organization work within the railroad group? 

Mr. Cuares. Well, there was a functionary brought down from 
New York City at various different times while I was in the party, but 
in reference to the railroad work, I don’t know whether they came in 
reference to the railroad work. ; 

Mr. Kearney. I am interested in that statement, and I would like 
to have the witness for the record, if he can, give the numbers of 
railroad employees that belong to this Railroad Club or was it just 
the witness who was the railroad cell ? 
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Mr. Cuartes. I was the only one working on the railroad that was 
in the Railroad Club. I worked for a very short time on the railroad. 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, then, you know of no members of 
the Communist Party who worked for the railroads outside of your- 
self ? 

Mr. Cuartes. No; I was the only one, to my knowledge. These 
meetings of the Railroad Club were held at the home of D: avid Rappa- 
port. : 
Mr. TavenNeR. Just a moment. What was the purpose of organiz- 
Ing sag Railroad Club or group 4 

Mr. Cuar.es. They tried to infiltrate the railroad industry in the 
eis area, and they were never successful in placing any Commu- 
nists in the organization outside of myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. How is it you had a group or club known as the 
Railroad Club when there were no railroad workers who were mem- 
bers of it? 

Mr. Cuartes. I guess they felt by these different distributions at 
the railroad marshalling yards and this publication, the railroads 
would have workers whom we could contact, people friendly to the 
literature we were putting out, and we could get them into the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, members of the Communist Party 
concentrated their work in that field and joined together in a group, 
which you called the railroad group ? 

Mr. Cuarves. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you didn’t get any railroad men into it? 

Mr. Cnartes. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the members of the Communist Party in 
this area who united in this group and endeavored to make headway 
in the railroad group? 

Mr. Cuarves. Well, first, the meetings of this particular group of 
the railroad cell were held at the home of a Dave Rappaport. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Can you give further information ? 

Mr. Cartes. Dave Rappaport was a State employee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the nature of his employment? 

Mr. Cuartes. I do not know the nature of his employment. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the home of Anna Brickman 

Mr. Chairman, I might remind the subcommittee that in the testi- 
mony of 1953, there was evidence that the persons who were State 
employees and members of the Communist Party were used in the 
various groups or cells of the Communist Party to promote the gen- 
eral work of the Communist Party, rather, to be active within the 
State group. 

Mr. Kearney. That is true, but at the same time I want to again 
state publicly that we want to do everything possible to prevent any 
innocent person from being harmed by the testimony of any witness. 
So, it is to our great interest, in keeping with the committee’s ideas, 
that we use great care in questioning any of these witnesses. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have no further identifying information re- 
garding the person you have just mentioned ? 

Mr. Cuartes. I don’t recall the person. 

Mr. Tavenner. David Rappaport. 

Mr. Cares. Yes, David Rappaport I have further information 
on. I attended several meetings with Mr. Rappaport, and I had 
lengthy conversations with Mr. Rappaport. 
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Mr. Scuerer. As far as Rappaport is concerned, it is my best recol 
lection, Mr. Counsel, that he was identified at the hearing here last 
June as a member of the Communist Party and that he testified before 
the committee and took the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Watrer. If he wasn’t then a Communist, he certainly is now. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was identified by 4 witnesses as a member of 
the Communist Party and was referred to as a former emp lovee of 
the New York State Department of Social Welfare. He was ide ntified 
by Nicholas Campas, Jack Davis, John Mills Davis, and Samuel 
Evans. 

Mr. Scuerer. Didn't he take the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Tavenner. He refused to affirm or deny Communist Party 
membership when he was called as a witness. 

All right. 

Mr. Cuares. The membership list of this particular cell consisted 
of Simon Fialkoff, Communist Party organizer, Harry Philo, Morris 
Zuckman, Bernard Schuldiner, Elias Schwartzbard, Mary Rappaport, 
Scott Gray, and Martin Snitkoff. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Was meee any other group of the Communist 
Party in this area with which you became affiliated or acquainted ¢ 

Mr. Caries. Yes, there was one other. The Communist Profes- 
sional and Industrial Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the purpose of that 

club, what its objective s were, if you know. 

Mr. Cuarves. Well, this club like the Troy group were very com- 
placent. I mean, they never took the initiative and went out on party 
work, etc. This particular group, this particular club, were not very 
active people. The bulk of their activities was meetings held in the 
home, classes in socialism, discussing the American Labor Party and 
so forth. They took no initiative in the field in the party in the 
\lbany area with the exception of a few people I have in the group. 
Most of the people in this group are professional people. 

Mr. TAvenner. What opportunity did you have to learn the identity 
of the members of that group? 

Mr. Cuarues. I attended the meeting of the group at the home of 
David Brickman and I attended also at the home of John Wright. 

Mr. Krarney. What is that last name ? 

Mr. Cuaries. Wright. W-r-i-g-h-t. 

Mr. TAaveENNER. How do you spell Brickman ? 

Mr. Cuarves. B-r-i-c-k-m-a-n. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Will you identify Mr. Brickman more definitely ? 

Mr. Cuarzes. Mrs. Anna Brickman is a housewife. 

Mr. TAavENNER. Do you know where her home is located ? 

Mr. Cuares. It is 102 Morris Street, here in Albany. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Do you know where the home of John Wright was 
at that time? 

Mr. Cartes. Yes. His home is on the outskirts of Albany. I don’t 
eX! actly ye where it is. It is out on Delaware Avenue. 

Mr. TavennerR. Will you identify for the committee the persons 
who were in attendance at either or both of those meetings? 

Mr. Cuares. The people I met at this particular cell were Sarah 
Kaufman—— 

Mr. TavennER. Which meeting are you referring to? 

37740—54—-pt. 3-4 








4316 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE ALBANY, N. Y., AREA 


Mr. Cuartes. The Communist Professional and Industrial Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you referring to any particular meeting of 
that club? 

Mr. Cuartes. No particular meeting, no. These people that I am 
naming now did attend the Communist Professional and Industrial 
Club at different times when I was in attendance. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you are unable to state at which particular 
meeting attended. 

Mr. Cuarues. No, I couldn't do that. My activities were too 
diversified. I was doing several things in the course of a day, and 
I couldn’t bring them down into that category. I do know they at- 
tended this particular cell. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee the names, please. 

Mr. Cuaries. There was John Wright, Sarah Kaufman. 

Mr. Tavenner. The first person’s name 4 

Mr. Cuaries. Wright. Sarah Kaufman, Scott Gray, Anna Brick- 
man, Charles Dorenz 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give further identification for those where 
you have not already done so? 

Mr. Cuartes. To the best of my knowledge, Charles Dorenz was 
-elf-employed. He was a housepainter. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell it? 

Mr. Crarves. D-o-r-e-n-z. Mike Dworkin, Jeannette Dworkin, 
Florence Cohn, Stella Gold, and Mr. and Mrs. Bottcher. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the nature of the employment of Mr. 
Lottcher ? 

Mr. Cuarzes. Mr. Bottcher was working for the State at one time. 
He moved from the Albany area in 1949, I guess, to Corning, N. Y. 
That constituted them. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the testimony in 1953, the 
committee heard evidence regarding a number of Communist Party 
members who were employed by the State. Do you have any infor- 
mation on that subject other than what you have already given us in 
the course of th iis testimony ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. There were several of the people I have mentioned 
who were State employees, but several Communists employed by the 
State from New York City were in the Communist Party although 
they had no connection with the Communist Party in Albany. Stag- 
nant. They were dead in the party as far as the party was concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. How would you - able to know that they were 
members of the Communist Party in New York? 

Mr. Cuartes. By talking with Harold Klein. 

Mr. Tavenner. That would be a matter of hearsay. I don’t want 
to go into any question of hearsay. 

Mr. Cuartes. That would be hearsay. 

Mr. TavenNer. Did your work in the Communist Party take you 
outside of the immediate capital area? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes; it took me to Schenectady and also to Syracuse, 
Me ee 

Mr. Tavenner. I recall in your testimony a little while ago that you 
stated that you were interested in photography. To what extent have 
you been interested in photography ? 

Mr. Cuartes. I am a professional photographer, Mr. Chairman. 


—— 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any occasion to use your profession 
while a member of the Communist Party in Communist Party work? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, yes, by taking pictures of different Communist 
Party groups at cell meetings and so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any member of the Communist Party discuss 
with you at any time the matter of use of your profession in connec- 
tion with Communist Party matters? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes. Mr. David Rappaport. Do you want to know 
the nature? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I want to know all about it. 

Mr. Cuartes. Mr. Rappaport at a meeting at his home, attended 
by Bill Bottcher, Dorothy Bloom, Mary Rappaport, and David Rap- 
paport wanted to know if I could use a Leica German camera, 35 mil- 
limeter, and I told him I was familiar with the camera. He wanted 
to know if I could photograph documents, and I told him that being 
a professional photographer, I would be able to photograph these 
documents. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was Mr. Rappaport employed at that time? 

Mr. Cuartes. He was working for the State. In what capacity, I 
don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you asked to photograph any documents at 
any time? 

Mr. Cuarues. No; I was not asked to photograph documents at 
any time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Rappaport indicate in any further way 
what it was he was referring to when he asked you about your ability 
to photograph documents? 

Mr. Cuartes. At this particular meeting, Mr. Rappaport was ques- 
tioning me on the 35-millimeter Leica about photographing of docu- 
ments. He told me I was doing very good work in the party, and 
he said in all probability the majority of the comrades wouldn’t see 
me around in the near future. By that, I assumed I was being 
groomed for some other position in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. By other position, are you referring to the under- 
ground apparatus? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes; I am referring to the underground apparatus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you approached at any later time in any way 
to indicate that your services in the underground apparatus of the 
party were desired ? 

Mr. Cuartes. I was approached by Mr. Bernard Schuldiner on 
exactly the same matter, photographing documents with a 35-milli- 
meter camera. Mr. Schuldiner was a Communist Party organizer in 
Albany, and I told him I could do a great job with the equipment. 
He told me it wouldn’t because he had done exactly the same thing. 
He had photographed documents for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were telling us you engaged in Communist 
Party activities outside of the capital area? 

Mr. Cuaries. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you say ? 

Mr. Cuartrs. In Schenectady, N. Y., and Syracuse, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your Communist Party 
activities in Schenectady ? 

Mr. Cuartes. I attended several meetings at several different homes 
in Schenectady. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances oe r which you attended those meetings ¢ 

Mr. Cuarces. Well, I approached Mr. Harold Klein and told him 
that since I was doing the bulk of the work in the Albany area that I 
would like to get out of the area and do work in Schenectady where I 
understood the work was more militant, more aggressive. Mr. Klein 
consented to my driving around in Schenectady. I was brought 
out by Mr. Fialkoff and Mr. Schuldiner at different times at various 
different meetings in Schenectady. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you attend meetings in Schenectady ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. I attended meetings in Schenectady in 1949 and 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were the meetings held ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. They were held at the home of Harold Klein, Simon 
Fialkoff, Rudy Ellis, Morris Levine, and Norman Wolberg; also at a 
home in Rotterdam, N. Y. I don’t recall who owned the home. 

Mr. Kearney. What was the name of that Schenectady cell ? 

Mr. Cuarves. The cell, Mr. Chairman, I do not know. I was in at- 
tendance at these different meetings. I don’t know any of the cell 
names with the exception of the Second Ward Club in Schenectady. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the nature of the work 
in which the Communist Party was engaged in Schenectady at that 
time ¢ 

Mr. Cuares. Well, yes, at that particular time, the party in Sche- 
nectady was interested in infiltrating the General Electric and the 
American Locomotive in Schenectady and also this work was done by 
the American Labor Party. The bulk of this work was done by the 
American Labor Party, and the Labor Youth League, and these organ- 
izations were dominated by the Communist Party. The chairman of 
the American Labor Party was a Robert Northrup. He was known as 
a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you know he was a Communist ? 

Mr. Caries. By attending approximately 4 different meetings with 
him. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Who were other leaders in the Communist move- 
ment in Schenectady who were known to you personally to be members 
of the . ommunist Party ? 

Mr. Cnartes. I have a list of various people who were Communist 
me inl in Schenectady. 

Mr. Krarnry. Just a minute, Mr. Counsel. I don’t object to read- 
ing the names if it is gomg to mean something, but simply to mention 
the names and not know if that person is a member-—— 

Mr. Crartes. I have met these people at Communist Party 
meetings. 

Mr. Kearney. Those meetings were closed and only members of 
the Communist Party were allowed to attend ? 

Mr. Cuartes. These people I met, I met in Albany also at the Com- 
munist Party meetings. The bulk of them I met at party meetings. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. What was the occasion for meeting in Albany? 

Mr. Cares. Different Communist Party sessions in Albany. 
These people at different times were invited down to participate. 

Mr. TavenneEr- Can you identify those that you met only in Com- 
munist Party meetings in Schenectady ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I wish you would give the committee the names of 
those persons and identify whether or not you attended Communist 
Party meetings with them, and, if so, where; that is, whether it was 
in Schenectady or whether it was in Albany? 

Mr. Cuartes. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. And any other information that you have regard- 
ing their identity or regarding any activity they engaged in in the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Cuartes. All right. There was Sidney Friedlander. He was 
employed at the General Electric plant in Schenectady. I attended 
meetings with him in Schenectady. There was Valentino De Caesar. 
There was Sabatino De Caesar. There was Dante De Caesar, Lor- 
raine De Caesar. These people I met at meetings in Schenectady. 
Also, Guy Owen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know how Mr. De Caesar was employed ? 

Mr. Cuaries. Which one? 

Mr. Tavenner. The first one. 

Mr. Cuartes. Valentino De Caesar was working at the Scotia Depot 
in Seotia, N. Y. It isa naval depot. Sabatino De Caesar was work- 
ing at the General Electric plant. To my knowledge, he was working 
there and Dante De Caesar was working at General Electric plant 
also. There was Arthur Owen who was employed at that time at a 
pressing establishment in Schenectady. There was Fern Owen. 
There was Guy Owen, and Ann Owen. Also, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Gebhardt. I met Mrs. Gebhardt at three specific meetings in 
Schenectady, and I attended Communist Party school with her hus- 
band, Joseph. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he the same person you identified earlier in your 
testimony ¢ 

Mr. Craries. That is correct. There was Henrietta Levine, Morris 
Levine, Irving Horowitz. I don’t know where he was employed, Mr. 
Tavenner. There was Marshall Garcia who lived in Schenectady but 
who was working in the food industry here in Albany. Lillian Garcia, 
his wife. I attended a Communist Party school with Lillian Garcia 
at Albany in 1950. Norman Wolberg. He was from Schenectady but 
worked in the food industry here in Albany. He was a member of 
the food cell here in Albany also. Betty Wolberg., Simon and Gert 
Fialkoff. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Will you repeat the names / 

Mr. Cuarues. Fialkotf, F-1-a-]-k-o-f-f. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you previously identified him in your testi- 
mony ¢ 

Mr. Cuaries. Yes, as a Communist Party organizer; yes. 

Mr. TAvENNER. You mentioned 2 persons, as I understood it. 
Simon and some other person. 

Mr. Cuarves. Gertrude, Simon’s wife. Gertrude Fialkoff. There 
was Harold Klein, Florence Klein, and Philip Bayer, also Mrs. Bayer. 
[ don’t recall her first name. Then, there was Edith Boscio. She was 
employed at the General Electric plant. Also, Emory Pesko. He was 
employed at the General Electric plant also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name. 

Mr. Cuarues. P-e-s-k-o. There was Sarah lovenelli. She was em- 
ployed at the General Electric. Robert Northrup. He was employed 
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at the General Electric also. Jerry Thomas. He was employed 
the General Electric. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the first name / 

Mr. Cuarues. Jerry. Je-r-r-y. There was Emanuel Fernandez 
employed at the General Electric plant, and Rudy Ellis employed at 
the General Electric plant. Mrs. Ellis also. I don’t know her first 
name. Also, Charles Rivers who was employed at the General Electric 
plant, and an individual by the name of “Mae.” Also, there was a 
Jean Linsley and Mr. Linsley was connected with the General Electric 
plant in some way. 

Mr. TaveNNerR. What was his first name ? 

Mr. Cuarues. I think it was John, if I am not mistaken. I think 
it was John Linsley. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you don’t know, I don’t want you to state what 
you think or believe. 

Mr. Cuartes. That is why I said “Mr.” Linsley. I am not sure of 
the first name. There was Dorothy Perlin. There was Charles Jetz, 
Harold Rollins, Harry Mazer, M-a-z-e-r, and Clarence Carr. He was 
from Gloversville, N. Y. That is about it for the Schenectady group. 

Mr. Kearney. Counsel, this would be a good time to recess. 

Mr. Scuerer. Before we adjourn, in view of the testimony given 
this morning, may ] make an obsery at ion, Mr. ( ‘hairman ¢ 

Mr. Kearney. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. I would like to make this observation. During our 
hearings here in June of last year, it was conclusively est: ablished by 
the testimony that the American Labor Party was controlled and 
dominated by the Communist Party at least in this area and during 
the late thirties and early forties. This witness before us this morn- 
ing in his testimony, I believe, told us that the American Labor Party 
as late as June 1950 was controlled and dominated by the Communist 
Party. It was so controlled and dominated at the time he left the 
party in June 1950. Ihave before me the transcripts of the broadcasts 
that have been made and are to be made over radio stations in the 
Albany area by the American Labor Party. The one was made on 
Monday. The other is to be made today, and another is scheduled 
for tomorrow. I have read these transcripts and, to me, and to any 
other reasonable person, these transcripts would indicate that the 
\merican Labor Party which is making these broadcasts is today 
dominated and controlled at least in this area by the Communist Party. 
[ think that people of this area when they listen to these broadcasts 
should know that the testimony of last year indicated that in this 
territory that the organization sponsoring these broadcasts was con- 
trolled and dominated by the Communist Party. It is obvious from 
some of the statements made, for instance, in the one delivered on 
Monday. We find this language which follows a bitter attack upon 
the committee and the chairman of this subcommittee. As I say, it is 
coming from a Communist-dominated organization: 

On Wednesday, April 7, Mr. Kearney will again sit in judgment in Albany. 
This time, the attack will be the American Labor Party. 

It goes on to say that Mr. Kearney says that— 

his subcommittee seeks to expose Communist domination of the American Labor 
Party. This is a lie, fashioned from the same dirty cloth the committee has been 
peddling. 
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The one scheduled today after a very bitter attack says 

Today in Albany Congressman Kearney opened his clinic for the purpose of 
injecting fear serum into the hearts of the latest batch of witnesses. 

This is typically the Communist line. 

These witnesses are facing a committee of three, the committee whose sole 
purpose is to destroy the minds and hearts of all Americans and whose ultimate 
aim is fascism. 

It continues— 

It might be fitting at this point to remind Mr. Kearney that he too will have 
his day in court. He will have to answer to the American people. The charges 
against him are very grave. Tomorrow, the people of this community are going 
to listen to a continuing attack. 

And then the coming broadcast goes on to say this about the foreign 
policies of the U nited States, which indicates again that it comes 
from Communist sources: 

It is no secret that our foreign policy has been one of threats, intimidations, 
and downright blackmail toward nations that show signs of welcoming peaceful 
trade with the Soviet Union and China. This ruined policy has already cost the 
United States billions of dollars and millions of jobs that could not only ward 
off a depression but guarantee the American people the kind of economy that 
will insure us against mass layoffs and swelling relief rolls. 

This is purely advocating trade with the Soviet Union and Red 
China. I just thought, in view of the testimony, that these observa- 
tions should be made at this time. 

Mr. Kearney. We will recess until 2 o’clock. 

(Whereupon the meeting was recessed at 12: 45 p. m. for lunch.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(Pursuant to recess, the subcommittee reconvened at 2:15 p. m., 
Representatives Bernard W. Kearney, Gordon H. Scherer, and Fran- 
cis E. Walter being present.) 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN PATRICK CHARLES—Resumed 


Mr. Kearney. Are you ready, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TavenneEr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Charles, have you completed giving the committee the names 
of persons in Schenectady who were known to you to be members of 
the C ommunist Party at the time we had our morning break. 

Mr. Cartes. I neglected to include a few names, Mr. Tavenner, in 
conjunction with the other I mentioned. There was Chick lovenelli. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name? 

Mr. Cuartes. I-o-v-e-n-e-]-l-i, Chick Iovenelli. There is a Mr. A. 
Blanco, 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you identify those individuals further ? 

Mr. Cuartes. No. I can—Chick Iovenelli—he was a fight pro- 
moter or fight manager at one time. <A fellow by the name of Della- 
quilla. He worked at the American Locomotive in Schenectady. 
There was Raymond Nuesser. He worked at the American Locomo- 
tive in Schenectady. There was Carl DeCaesar. I don’t recall if I 
mentioned Irving Horowitz. That is it, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated in the earlier part of your testimony 
that you also met in a Communist meeting in a place called Rotter- 
dam. Is that it? 
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Mr. Cuartes. Yes, Rotterdam, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where is Rotterdam with reference to Schenec- 
tady ? 

Mr. Cartes. Well, it is a suburb of Schenectady, an outlying dis- 
trict of Schenectady. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you meet in Rotterdam ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, the name of the person’s home I don’t know, 
Mr. Tavenner. We met at a certain home there, and this meeting was 
held. 

Mr. TavENNER. When was the meeting held ? 

Mr. Cuarves. The meeting was held early in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose of the meeting? 

Mr. Cuares. This was a security meeting held by the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. A security meeting? 

Mr. Crartes. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Explain to the committee what you mean. 

Mr. Cuarves. Well, Mr. Harold Klein chaired that particular 
meeting, and he emphasized the point that the party should be more 
vigilant in detecting people infiltrating for the FBI in different Gov- 
ernment agencies. We should exercise more vigilance in ferreting out 
these individuals. 

Mr. TavenNer. You were not under suspicion at that time? 

Mr. CuHartes. No, I was not under suspicion at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee what took place at that meet- 
ing, if anything, in addition to the explanation you have just made. 

Mr. Cuartes. I say it was a security meeting. It lasted around 

6 hours, and different individuals were cited that formerly be- 
longed to the Communist Party and broke with the party and gave 
testimony to different Government agencies. This was the basis of 
this particular meeting, that we should be more vigilant in detecting 
agents provocateurs from infiltrating the Communist Party. 

Mr. TAVENNER. rc assume that the meeting did not particularly ap- 
prove of former members of the Communist Party testifying before 
the Committee on Un-American Activities ? 

Will you tell who were the persons who took the lead in that meet- 
ing in addition to Harold Klein ¢ 

Mr. Cuaries. Harold Klein chaired the meeting. There was 
Joseph Gebhardt in attendance, Mrs. Gebhardt. I think it is Mary 
Jane Gebhardt. Lenora Van Hosean, Adelaide Van Hosean, Ber- 
nard Schuldiner, Norma Schuldiner. There was Sidney Friedlander, 
Arthur Owen, Fern Owen, Harry Philo, Lester Van Hosean, Simon 
Fialkoff, Florence Klein, Gertrude Fialkoff, Edith Boscio, Dorothy 
Bloom, Dorothy Perlin, Sam Amberger, from Utica, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Nearly all of the names that you have mentioned 
are of persons who attended that meeting, were persons you have al- 
ready identified as attending other meetings? 

Mr. Cuarues. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. But the name you just mentioned, Amberger, I 
don’t recall your having mentioned his name. 

Mr. Cuartes. Amberger was sent down as a delegate from the 
Rome-Utica area to participate in this particular meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give the committee any further informa- 
tion regarding it ¢ 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE ALBANY, N. Y., AREA 4323 


Mr. Cuaries. No; this is the first time I came with Mr. Amberger 
at this particular meeting. There was a Mr. Harvey, in Rome, N. Y., 
in attendance, and a Mr. Capacio from Utica whom I later met at the 
Communist Party meeting in New York City, and an individual by 
the name of “Pete.” I have no last name on “Pete.” 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the occasion of your meeting with Mr. 
Capacio in New York City? 

Mr. Cuartes. I was sent down as a delegate from this area to the 
Communist Party meeting in New York in 1950, and I met Mr. Capacio 
at that meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the Communist Party meeting / 

Mr. Cartes. Yes. The meeting was held on 14th Street in New 
York City in a theater. I don’t recall the name at the present time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned a person by the name of Bernard 
Schuldiner. 

Mr. Carvers. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you refer to him earlier in your testimony as 
a person who had come to this area from New York? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes; Mr. Schuldiner came from New York City in 
1949 as organizer for this area. 

Mr. Tavenner. One of the organizers for the Communist Party? 

Mr. Cuartes, That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. A paid functionary of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cuartes. That is correct. A paid functionary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the first occasion when you met Mr. 
Schuldiner ? 

Mr. Caries. Yes; the day after he arrived in Albany Mr. Fialkotf 
and myself took Mr. Schuldiner to all the industrial plants within 
the 20-mile radius. We pointed out the industrial plants to him. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was the reason for taking him on this tour 
of industrial plants ? 

Mr. Cuartes. To get him acquainted with the area. Well, to get 
him acquainted with the area more or less. In conunction with indus 
trial plants we showed Mr. Schuldiner the various different entrances 
that the employees went in and out of, and the same thing pertaining 
at the Watervliet Arsenal. Three different entrances. There was a 
gate where the trains came in and out. Mr. Fialkoff pointed out these 
various things to Mr. Schuldiner. Also, the bridges and police sta- 
tions, and so forth, in the various different cities in this area. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the interest of Mr. Schuldiner in the loca- 
tion of bridges and entrances to the arsenal and various industrial 
pl: ints ¢ 

Mr. Cuares. Well, it would be purely speculation on my part to 
form an opinion. He was shown these different plants, the entrances 
to the arsenal, the railroad terminal points, and so forth, railroad junc- 
tions, bridges, and so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Fialkoff, who was with you on this trip, was 
also a paid functionary of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Cartes. Yes; he was the organizer in the Albany area at that 
particular time. Mr. Schuldiner relieved him and Mr. Fialkoff 
moved to Schenectady where he became secretary to the party, the 
Communist Party. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall any comment made by either of 
those two functionaries regarding the things you were showing Mr. 
Schuldiner ¢ 

Mr. Cuarues. Well, ; particularly at the Watervliet Arsenal. 
I don’t. know how the Ihe cussion came about, but Mr. Schuldiner said 
he could determine the amount of employees working on these various 
(different shifts by people planted at the 3 respective gates and taking 
count on them as they went in for different shifts. He also said he 
could determine the amount of guns that went in and out by watching 
the rear entrance of the arsenal as the trains passed through. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any connection at any time during 
your membership in the Communist Party with the securing of in- 
formation of the character you have described, and passing it on to any 
foreign power ¢ 

Mr. Cuartes. No, sir 

Mr. Tavenner. You did not? 

Mr. Cuartes. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any knowledge of such activity in 
this community other than that whic h you have just told us about? 

Mr. Cuares. No, I haven't. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any other conversation that you can now 

call between these two functionaries of the Communist Party re- 
sdaaliiie industrial plants or the arsenal in the area? 

Mr. Cuartes. Offhand, I can’t, Mr. Chairman. This tour took 
around 514 hours. I say around the 20-mile radius. These different 
things were pointed out to the organizer, acquainted him with the 
area and acquainted him with the different entrances, railroad mar- 
shalling yards, terminal points, police stations, and so forth. 

Mr. TaAveNNER. You were tel ing us about the meeting in Rotter- 
dam when I asked you about Mr. Schuldiner’s activities. Was there 
anything else that occurred at that meeting in Rotterdam which the 
committee should know SF as far as you can tell? 

Mr. Cuartes. Offhand, I don’t recall anything, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you completed your statement of the persons 
in attendance at that meeting? I think possibly we interrupted you. 

Mr. Cuarves. There were approximately 25 in attendance. I think 
I did name approximately 25 people that attended that particular 
meeting. There were several others that attended this particular 
meeting that I can’t recall who they are. 

Mr. TAvenner. Was any similar meeting held at a later time at- 
tended by you; that is, a meeting which you would call a security 
meeting ? 

Mr. Cuarves. No; that was the only one I did attend. 

Mr. TavennerR. Now, this was at Schenectady ? 

Mr. Cnarues. This was at Rotterdam. 

Mr. TAavenner. And Schenectady. The testimony you have given 
us 
Mr. Cuarues. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go into any other areas adjacent to the 
‘apital area ¢ 

Mr. Cnartes. Well, I went into Syracuse, N. Y., for a brief period, 
a very brief period. 

Mr.’ LAVENNER. How is it that you happened to go into the Syra- 
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Mr. Cuarues. Well. the Federal Bureau of Investigation knew that 
I had a relative living in Syracuse, and they wanted to know if it 
was possib le for me to get permission in the party to go up to Syr a- 
cuse for a couple of weeks. There was a faction existing in the party 
at Syracuse, the Onondaga Communist Party, and they wanted me 
to find out as much as I could about the conditions going on. I noti- 
fied Mr. Harold Klein, the chairman of the party, that this relative 
of mine in Syrac use was sick and that I would like to go up there 
for a couple of weeks. He gave me the permission, i and he also told 
me, since I was going to be out there for a couple of weeks, I probably 
would want to be active in the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You could what ? 

Mr. Cuaries. They told me I would probably want to keep up my 
activity as far as communism was concerned. I told him I would like 
that very much. He gave me the address of the Communist Party 
organizer in Syracuse and another functionary. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his name? 

Mr. Cuarves. George Sheldrick. 

Mr. TavenNeErR. Pronounce it again. 

Mr. Cuarves. Sheldrick. And the other functionary, Nate 
Zeppatalo. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you were given a letter—to whom was the 
letter addressed ? 

Mr. Cuarues. I was given the address of Mr. Sheldrick and Mr. 
Zeppatalo to contact them when I got into Syracuse. Immediately 
on arriving in Syracuse, I went up to the home of Mr. Sheldrick and 
introduced myself. He knew me. From what source, I don’t know, 
and I told him I would be around for a couple of weeks and I would 
want to become active in the period of time I was in Syracuse. I 
attended—I recollect it was around 6 o’clock in the evening. and 
there was a meeting took place around 7:30 at the home of Mr. 
Sheldrick. I was there and attended that particular meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee what the ob — of 
the Communist Party appeared to be from your contact with it in 
Syracuse ¢ 

Mr. Cuarces. Infiltration of the General Electric plant in Syra 
cuse; infiltration of the basic industries—steel, in Syracuse. The ma- 
jority of this work, was done by the American Labor Party in Syra 
cuse and the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many people were in attendance at Mr. Sheld 
‘ick’s home? 

Mr. Cuarues. There were nine in attendance. 

Mr. Tavenner. What type of a meeting was it ? 

Mr. Cuaries. Well, this was a meeting, as far as I can remember, 
to discuss ways of also getting the Negroes interested in coming into 
the Labor Youth League in Syracuse, how best to attract them into 
the Labor Youth League and also how to attract them into the Ameri- 
can Labor Party. 1 Sound out that the American Labor Party in 
syra use Was more or less dominated by the Negro people and il 
vere “eee to make inroads with the Negro people in Syrac us e 

Mr. \VENNER. Was this a Communist Party meeting that yo 
aia , 

Mr. Cuarues. Yes; this was a Communist Party meeting I attended 
at the home of George Sheldrick, the organizer. — 
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Mr. Tavenner. You said that you understood that there was dis 
satisfaction or dissention among the members. 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you determine what that was about ? 

Mr. Cuares. Well, I met with Mary Jane Zeppatalo, the wife of 
the functionary, Nate Zeppatalo. From M: ary oo. I got informa- 
tion on the strength of the party. I got the strength of the party, 
the strength of the Labor Youth League and the Young Progressives 
of America and the extent of their 1 nfiltr: ation into the Gene ral Elec- 
tric plant but I got nothing on the factionism existing. 

Mr. Tavenner. You got no information on the factional fight you 
understood existed ? 

Mr. Caries. That was existing in the party at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the strength of the Communist Party 
in the various—— 

Mr. Cuarues. The Onondaga County Communist Party was ap- 
proximately 120 at that time in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have referred to the effort to infiltrate certain 
industries there. Did you get any basic information as to the degree 
of success that had been reached at that time? 

Mr. Cuartes. Well, I knew that there was a Communist cell existing 
in the General Electric plant in Syracuse, and I knew some of the 
individuals in that particular cell in the General Electric at Syracuse. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Now, let us go back at this moment to the 
meeting you attended at Mr. Sheldrick’s home on the day of your ar- 
rival there. Can you give us the names of those who were in 
attendance at that C ommunist Party meeting ? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes. George Sheldrick, the organizer; Nate Zep- 
patalo, Mary Jane Zeppatalo, Danny Zeppatalo. He also was the 
hairman of the Labor Youth League, and Danny’s wife, I don’t 
recall her first name—Tony Parino, Edward Wagner, Joseph Rosen. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think, again, you should give us all the descriptive 
information you can of these individuals. Will you go back and 
state where they were employed, if you know, or in what business they 
were engaged. 

Mr. Cartes. Mary Jane Zeppatalo was working in the General 
Electric plant in Syracuse. Danny Zeppatalo was working at the 
General Electric also. Tony Parino and Edward Wagner were 
students at the University of Syracuse. Joseph Rosen was also a 
student at the University of Syracuse. Morris Jones—he was an 
employee of the General Electric in Syracuse. Also, James Jones 
was an employee of the GE 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was the last name? 

Mr. Cuarves. James Jones. 

Mr. TavenNer. Do you know whether there were two persons by 
that name or not ? 

Mr. Cuartes. No, I don’t 

Mr. TavENNER. You do not know whether it was James Jones, Sr., 

James Jones, Jr.? 

Mr. Cuartes. I know there was a relationship. It may have been 
father and son between James Jones and Morris Jones. 

Mr. TAvenNerR. Can you give us some idea of the approximate age 
of James Jones? 





( 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE ALBANY, N. Y., AREA 4327 


Mr. Cuartrs. Morris Jones and James Jones were both Negroes, 
and Morris Jones—I imagine he was around 45 or 47 years of age, and 
James Jones around 19 or 20, if I remember correctly. He was a 
young fellow. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Have you finished with the names of 
persons who were in attendance at that meeting? 

Mr. Cuartes. Yes. 

Mr. TavenneER. You stated that you were familiar with the exist- 
ence of a cell of the Communist Party within the General Electric at 
Syracuse. What was the basis of your information as to that? 

Mr. Cuarues. Well, Mary Jane Zeppatalo and Danny Zeppatalo 
were both Communist Party members. They worked at the General 
Klectric p lant. From my conversation with them, they told me there 
was a cell in the GE plant in Syracuse, and there were approximately 
s or 9 Communist Party members in the General Electric plant at that 
time in the cell. 

Mr. TavenNner. You told the committee that you left the Com- 
munist Party in June of 1950. I am not certain whether you told 
the committee how you left the party, whether you did so voluntarily 
or were expelled ? 

Mr. Cuarves. I was expelled from the Communist Party in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. What brought about your expulsion ? 

Mr. Cuartes. From what I can understand, in 1950 Eslanda Rob- 
son, Wife of Paul Robson, was giving a speech at Trudeau Hall in 
Schenectady. Back of the hall, there were two closing doors that 
came in and out, and I was standing in the back of the hall to detect 
certain individuals coming in the doors, so I could remember them 
and catalog them, and so forth. I saw these doors were closed. 
There were a few of us leaning up against the doors. When the meet- 
ine started, these other individuals standing there with me went and 
sat down. I was the only one left. It got so hot that I opened up the 
doors. From what I can understand, the Federal Bureau of Investi 
gation was taking pictures, and the only way they could take pictures 
was by this door being opened. The party found out in some way 
that the FBI had access to the hall and were taking pictures. They 
assumed that the person standing near that door was working for the 
FBI. I got expelled from the party in 1950 on the basis of the 
accusations that I was working for the FBI. 

Mr. Scuerer. The Communist Party was right for once. 

Mr. Cmarurs. Yes, they were right for once. 

Mr. TavenNer. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. I haven't any. 

Mr. Kearney. I haven't any questions either, but I do want to take 
this opportunity to thank you publicly for the showing on the wit- 
ness stand here and the committee deeply appreciates it. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Michael Dworkin. Will you come forward 
please ¢ 

Mr. Kearney. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Dworkin. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF MICHAEL DWORKIN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, SCOTT W. GRAY 


Mr. Scorr Gray. My name is Scott W. Gray, 5 First Street, Troy, 
N. Y. I am counsel for the witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, sir? 

Mr. Dworxr1n. Michael Dworkin. 

Mr. TavenNner. When were you born? 

Mr. Dworkin. When? 

Mr. TavEnNeR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dworkin. August 25, 1919. 

Mr. ‘TAvenner. And where were you born? 

Mr. Dworkrn. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. TaveNNEr. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Dworxrn. In Albany. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Albany ? 

Mr. Dworx1n. About 14 years or so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your formal education training has been ? 

Mr. Dworkin. I am a college graduate with a business administra- 
tion degree in accounting. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the general nature of your employ- 
ment since you have been in the Albany area’ I am not asking for 
whom you work but just the general nature of your employment. 

Mr. Dworkin. Auditing work and sales work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been employed by either the Federal or 
the State Government at any time? 

Mr. Dwork1n. By both. 

Mr. TavenNner. Will you tell the committee, please, during what 
period of time you were employed by each and the nature of your 
employment. 

Mr. Dworxrn. It goes back quite a bit, so I am not positive of the 
exact date, but I worked as a clerk in the New York State Department 
of Labor here from about June of 1941 to October of 1942. I then 
obtained employment with the Internal Revenue here in Albany about 
October or November of 1942 and worked for them until about the 
middle of 1948. That included a period of service in the Army. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of service that you had in the 
Army ¢ 

Mr. Dworxr1n. About 38 to 39 months or so, from about the end 
of 1942 to somewhere around the first quarter of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you were employed by the Federal Govern- 
ment between 1946 and 1948? 

Mr. Dworkin. And also prior to my entry into service. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period that you were employed by 
the Government here between 1946 and 1948, were you a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Dworkin. May I consult my attorney ? 

Mr. TavenneR. Yes, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Dworkin consulted with Mr. Gray.) 

Mr. Dworktn. It is not my intention to sit here and willingly tell 
you what organizations I belong to. 
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Mr. Kearney. The witness will please answer the questions 
directed to him by counsel. 

Mr. Dworkrn. I am arswering the question in my own way. 

Mr. Kearney. And not make a speech. 

Mr. Dworkin. I am merely standing upon my rights as a citizen 
under the first amendment. 

Mr. Watrer. Do I understand you to mean you will not answer 
the question because of the protection given you under the Cons stitu 
tion ¢ 

Mr. Dworkin. That is right. The fifth and sixth amendments. 

Mr. Watrer. That is enough. 

Mr. Counsel, isn’t this man the man who was mentioned this morn- 
ing, the attorney whose name was mentioned ? 

Mr. Tavenner. There was an attorney by that name mentioned. 
I have no knowledge whether it is the same person. 

Mr. WatterR. Isn’t it a waste of time to interrogate this witness? 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear = testimony of Mr. Charles? 

Mr. Dworkxrn. I heard most of j 

Mr. TAvENNER. Mr. Charles t« stifie «1 that you were the first person 
who interviewed him ce his becoming a member of the Communist 
Party. Was it a truthful statement or not ? 

Mr. Dworkin. Judging by his testimony this morning—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Dworkin. I am answering it. I don’t tell you how to word 
your questions. Don’t tell me how to answer it. 

Mr. TAvenNerR. Answer the question. 

Mr. Dworxrn. I am answering the question. It is against the 
best precepts of the Jewish and the Irish people. 1 am not going to 
be accused by an informer. 

Mr. Water. What do you mean by an informer ¢ 

Mr. DworkKIN. | assume you were in the hearing room this morn- 
ing? 

Mr. Water. Indeed I was deeply impressed. What do you mean 
by an informer ¢ 

Mr. Dworxtn. The Jewish people are interested in the history of 
informers. Not only do they shun them when they are alive but 
they won’t permit them burial when the vy die. That is what we mean. 
Here is a man who will sell any kind of testimony for any sum of 
money. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is his testimony with regard to you true or false? 

Mr. Dworxrn. I have tried to make it plain that even to consider 
the name of that witness would be completely repugnant to my sense 
of self-respectability and decencies, and I refuse to answer on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Dworkin. Ev idently you must be hard of hearing. I refuse to 
answer questions that pertain to my association, organizations, or any 
organizations I belong to. They are my personal rights, and I refuse 
to answer under the first, fifth, and sixth amendments. 

Mr. Kearney. If you are not a member of the Communist Party, 
will you so state? The witness may stand aside. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think he should be directed to answer as to 
whether he is a member or not a member of the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Dworkin. All I can do is to say that I refuse on the grounds of 
the first, the fifth, and the sixth amendments. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness may stand aside. 

Mr. Dworkin. Does that mean I may go back to work now? 

Mr. Kearney. You m: Ly go back to work. 

Mr. Dworkin. Then I cannot make any statement ? 

Mr. Wauter. If you have a written statement, you can leave it. 

Mr. Dworkin. That is what I meant. 

Mr. Watrer. You just leave the statement here, and we will insert 
it in the record. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. I. Nathan Sidman. Will you come forward, 
please, sir. 

Mr. Scorr Gray. I represent Mr. Sidman. He just stepped out of 
the room and I can get him here in about 2 minutes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please do so? While waiting for that 
witness, I will call Mr. Joseph Crago. 

Mr. Gray. Here is Mr. Sidman. 

Mr. TavenneER. All right 

Mr. Kearney. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God / 

Mr. SipMan. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF I. NATHAN SIDMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, SCOTT W. GRAY 


Mr. TavenNER. What is your name? 

Mr. Sipman. I. Nathan Sidman. 

Mr. TavENNER. Are you accompanied by counsel 4 

Mr. Sipman. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel identify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Gray. Scott Gray, 5 First Street, Troy, N. Y. 

Mr. TavenNER. Where were you born? 

Mr. Sipman. New York City, November 1910. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Stipman. Troy. 

Mr. TavENNER. How long have you lived in Troy? 

Mr. Sipman. Approximately 19 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Sipman. I am an attorney, sir. 

Mr. TavenNER. How long have you been engaged in the practice 
of your profession in Troy ‘ 7 

Mr. Sipman. For 19 years. 

Mr. TaveNNER. W ‘ll you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your educational and professional training has been ? 

Mr. Sipman. Well, I went to the Albany public schools, University 
of Michigan, and Albany Law School. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sidman, the committee has received evidence 
here this morning and also in 1953 concerning the activities of the 
Communist Party in Troy, N. Y., and its relationship to the American 
Labor Party. The information the committee has is that you should 
be in a position to give the committee information relating to that 
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connection. My first question to you is this. Did you observe or 
have you observed any effort on the part of the Communist Party in 
Troy to control or influence the conduct of the organization known as 
the American Labor Party in Troy ? 

Mr. Sipman. I must refuse to answer that question on the basis of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. TavenneR. Do you refuse to answer it on those grounds? 

Mr. Swman. I do, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have heard testimony by Mr. Charles here this 
morning, Mr. Sidman, that the first meeting of the Communist Party 
he attended, he attended in your home, that he was brought there by 
Mr. Harold Klein. Did he ever appear in a Communist Party meet- 
ing in your home? 

Mr. Stoman. I must refuse to testify to that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Watrter. You say, “I must.” 

Mr. Sipoman. From what I have heard, sir, I think I would rather 
refuse on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Watrer. Do you refuse? 

Mr. Sipman. I do so, sir. 

(Upon order of the chairman of the subcommittee, certain remarks 
were ordered stricken from the record.) 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Sipman. I refuse to answer that on the basis of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you a member of it now ? 

Mr. Sipman. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness may stand aside. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Joseph Crago, will you come forward, please, 
sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
SO help you God? 

Mr. Crago. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH A. CRAGO, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ALBERT L, COLLOMS 


Mr. Cottoms. Albert L. Colloms, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
City, counsel for Mr. Crago. 

Mr. TavenneR. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Craco. Joseph A. Crago. 

Mr. Tavenner. The counsel who accompanies you has identified 
himself. When and where were you born, Mr. Crago? 
Mr. Craco. Mr. Tavenner, I was born in Brooklyn on January 8, 
1913. 

Mr. TavenNeER. What is your profession or occupation ? 

Mr. Crago. I am a public accountant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Craco. Where do I reside? 

Mr. Tavenner. In what city? 

Mr. Craco. I reside in the township of East Greenbush, Waters 
Road, East Greenbush, N. Y. 
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Mr. Tavenner. That is a suburb of what city ? 

Mr. Crago. It is a suburb of Albany. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in the vicinity of Albany ? 

Mr. Crago. I have lived in the Albany area since 1939. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Crago. I attended public high school and am a graduate of 
college with a degree of bachelor of business administration. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you complete your business training? 

Mr. Crago. In New York City. 

Mr. TavenNnER. What college ¢ 

Mr. Crago. College of the City of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of the completion of your 
( ollege Wol k ¢ 

Mr. Craco. I think I left full-time school—it was in 1934, and we 
had taken some classes, post-graduate classes after that. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the nature of your employment 
since you have been in the Albany area, which I believe began in 1939? 

Mr. Craco. Well, the occasion for my coming to Albany was an 
appointment to a clerical job in the State. 

Mr. TAvenner. How long were you employed by the State? 

Mr. Crago. I worked there until 1941. I forget the exact date, and 
then I worked for private industry. Then I was called into the Army. 
I went into the Army in 1942. I was discharged from the Army in 
1946. I went back to ae in private industry in 1946 and in 1948 
I started for myself as a public accountant and I have been working 
at that since. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time that you were employed by the State government in Albany ? 

Mr. Crago. Sir, I refuse that question. I refuse to answer it on the 
grounds that you have no jurisdiction to question my political beliefs, 
which is the first amendment, and I certainly must refuse to answer 
it on the grounds that I be not forced to bear witness against myself, 
and I must also excuse myself on the grounds that I have not the 
right to question witnesses, which I would certainly demand should 
I have the permission to. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Crago. Sir, I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Craco. That is the same question. 

Mr. Tavenner. No; it is not. 

Mr. Craco. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first, the fifth, 
and the sixth amendments. 

Mr. Kearney. If you are not a member of the Communist Party, 
would you so state ? 

Mr. Crago. Sir, that is the same question, except that it is loaded so 

hat I may be tricked to answer it. I refuse to answer it. I think my 
a litical beliefs are my own and neither Congress nor its committee 
has the right to question my political beliefs. I might state that my 
political activity has always been open, that I do not believe in any 
conspiratorial actions, that I certainly do not believe in force or 
violence, and that my activity has always demonstrated that. I might 
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state that I do not believe in accepting orders from anyone, and I 
resent being accused of being a dupe for anybody. 

Mr. Kearney. If you will answer my question, I will let you talk 
all day. 

Mr. Craco. I have a written statement which explains my political 
beliefs. 

Mr. Kearney. Will you hand it up? Are you there, Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. No further questions. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness may be excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

Mr. Kearney. The hearing will recess for 5 minutes. 

(Whereupon there was a short recess at 3: 10 p. m.) 


AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would like to call at this time Mr. 
John Edward Marqusee. Mr. Marqusee, will you come forward please, 
sir? 

Mr. Kearney. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
SO help you God? 

Mr. MarauseEe. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN EDWARD MARQUSEE, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, LOUIS P. EISNER 


Mr. TaveNNER. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Marquser. John Edward Marqusee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Marquser. I am, sir. 

Mr. TavenneR. Will counsel ide ntify himself for the record, please ? 

Mr. Exsner. Louis P. Eisner, 32 East 57th Street, New York City. 
This is a situation in which I am ‘really more than counsel. This lad’s 
grandfather was my partner for 20 years. We propose to raise no 
legal questions whatsoever. I am here merely as a prompter in case 
Johnny forgets a detail or two. We appeared before you in executive 
session, you may recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; [ thought so. When and where were you born, 
Mr. Marqusee ¢ 

Mr. Marquser. In the city of New York, February 16, 1928. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Marquser. In Queens, New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has consisted of ? 

Mr. Marquser. I attended Cornell University School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations between the years of 1947 and 1951. I gradu- 
ated from that school. I went to Boston University School of Law, 
1952. In 1952-53 I was a student at the New York School of Law, 
and I am presently completing my law curriculum at that school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name ? 

Mr. Marqusepn. M-a-r-q-u-s-e-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you matriculate at Cornell University ? 

Mr. Marqusee. In September of 1947. 
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Mr. Tavenner. In what branch or division of the school were you 
enrolled ? 

Mr. Margquser. I was a student in the New York State School of 
Industrial and Labor Relations, which is a part of Cornell University. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course that you took at Cornell, in the 
field of industrial relations, did you engage in fieldwork in the sum 
mertime as part of your course? 

Mr. Maroquser. The school has a theoretical requirement that every 
student should put forth his efforts in securing a job during the sum 
mer, during the intervening summers of his 4-year program, 1 sum 
mer with a labor union, 1 with a management group, if possible, 
and 1 summer with a neutral agency, such as a mediation agency or 
arbitration service. This requirement was in effect, and every y student 
was to have made reasonable attempts to conform with that require 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you conform with it? 

Mr. Marquser. Satisfactorily to graduate. I had a summer of em- 
ployment with a labor union. I had a summer of what was satis- 
factory as far as management was concerned. I never had any em- 
ployment with a neutral agency of any kind. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you have employment with a labor 
union as part of your course? 

Mr. Marqusee. In the summer of 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you became employed in the field of labor and by 
whom ? 

Mr. Marquser. Before I entered Cornell University School of 
Industrial and Labor Relations, I had never had any experience with 
unions, and I was particularly anxious, having completed most of my 
first year to have some experience and to acquaint myself somewhat 
with trade unionism, and the school had a placement department. 1 
went to that placement department and asked if I could secure a job 
with a union. I had heard the school had some job opportunities 
available with various unions. 

As a consequence of that discussion with the placement office, I 
was told by the placement officer in the department that several names 
would be included on a list to be sent to local No. 301 of the United 
Electrical Radio and Machine Workers, which at that time was CIO, 
and my name, if I so chose, was to be amongst them, and I said I 
wanted employment with a labor union and it was included. I was 
instructed that once the list had been sent in to go ahead on my own 
and secure that job, which I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee where local No. 301 
had its center of operations? 

Mr. Marquser. Local No. 301 is the union which has jurisdiction 
over the General Electric plant in New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go to Schenectady ? 

Mr. Marqusee. I did. I wrote a letter first to the union in which, 
as I recall, I briefly told them it was my understanding I had been 
included on a list, that I was interested in securing a job. I told them 
I would come up for an interview. I went up. It was a brief one. 
Subsequently, I met with the assistant business agent. Subsequent 
to that, I was told I had the job. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Who was the assistant business agent ? 

Mr. Marquser. It was a Victor Pasch. 

Mr. TavenNer. As a result, you were employed there for the 
summer £ 

Mr. Marquser. For a period of 7 or 8 weeks. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your duties? 

Mr. Marquser. Well, I was called, and for the first few weeks, when 
I was there, there were menial tasks of clerical work in the office and 
odd jobs around, but I had the opportunity to attend the meetings, the 
executive board meetings, some of them, and the shop meetings, and 
the membership meetings, and in these odd tasks and in attendance, 
I observed and the weeks went by. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any particular phase of the activity of 
that union in which you spent a greater part of your time than others ? 

Mr. Marquser. Well, it was during the summer of 1948 that the 
local No. 301 took an official position of some kind in an endorsement 
of its union president, who was running in the Democratic primaries 
for Congressman, and this same union preside nt had already secured 
the nomination of the American Labor Party, and the union then as 
part of the political party took upon itself the securing of this Mr. 
Andrews Peterson’s nomination in the fight which followed his nomi 
nation by the American Labor Party. It was suggested that I get 
active in this. I certainly wanted to. It was a part of union ac- 
tivity, and I wanted to expose myself as much as possible to every- 
thing that was going on so I did take part in this campaign. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were the campaign headquarters through 
which this work was performed ? 

Mr. Marquser. Theoretically, it was an independent union cam- 
paign to promote Mr. Peterson’s name in the Democratic Party pri 
mary, but in practice, Mr. Peterson had already gotten the nomina 
tion of the American Labor Party whose headquarters were in a store 
in the same building that the United Electric Local No. 301 head- 
quarters were, and it was downstairs, so that there was a constant 
intercourse of exchange of information and suggestions and planning 
of programs and strategy, and so I would say that the headquarters of 
both—the union were upstairs and the American Labor Party down- 
stairs. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the head of the American Labor Party 
with whom you worked in that connection ? 

Mr. Marqusre. I am sorry I don’t know who the head was. The 
functionary of the American Labor Party at that time, who had 
the position of executive secretary, was Robert Northrup. 

Mr. TavennerR. Had you known Mr. Robert Northrup before this 
activity ? 

Mr. Marquser. No. I had known no one in it. I hadn’t been in 
Schenectady before. I met Northrup as a result of my participation 
in this political campaign. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become well acquainted with Mr. 
Northrup ? 

Mr. Marquser. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you living at this time? 

Mr. Marquser. When I first came to Schenectady I lived at the 
YMCA in Schenectady, and then I lived there for perhaps 3 weeks, 
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about that period of time. In the course of my contact with Bob 
Northrup, he asked if I would like to live at his house and take a room 
there for which I was to pay some informal arrangement of rent and 
it seemed a lot more appealing to me, and I had some regard for him. 
I moved into Bob Northrup’s house, which was a two-family house 
in Schenectady, some time, I would say, in the last week of July or 
the first week of August of that summer, 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. This was a two-family house? 

Mr. Marqusre. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner, What was the name of the family living in the 
other part of the house? 

Mr. Marquser. I believe the name of the family was Ellis. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Do you recall his first name / 

Mr. Marquser. Rudy. He was known as Rudy Ellis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your taking this position for the summer 
with No. 301, had you ever been affiliated in any way with this Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Marquser. Never. As a matter of fact, I don’t know whether 
I ever had a contact with the Communist Party prior to taking that 
job. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you say the same thing for the end of your 
summer time? 

Mr. Marquser. No, I can’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. At United Electric? 

Mr. Marquser. No. 

Mr. TavenNer. Just tell the committee what occurred, please, with 
reference to your affiliation with the Communist Party as a result of 
the experience that you had with Local No. 301 of the United Electric. 

Mr. Marquser. After I had lived with the Northrups for a week o1 
two, perhaps, I was asked by Bob Northrup if I would like to go to a 
Communist Party meeting at which Elizabeth Gurley Flynn who was 
the national Communist leader was to speak on the Communist ap 
proach to contemporary events and international questions. 

Mr. TAvenneER. Let’s pinpoint the time. When was it? 

Mr. Marquser. That was in the first or second week of August 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, he asked you if you would like to go to this 
Communist Party affair? 

Mr. Marqusee. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go? 

Mr. Mareguser. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee, please, all you can recall about 
that meeting. 

Mr. Marqusee. The meeting was held in the home of a Mr. Sidney 
Friedlander whom I believe lived in Scotia, a suburb of Schenectady. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what position Mr. Friedlander had 
at that time in his local? 

Mr. Marqusre. I know that he was a very active member of the lo- 
eal, and I had seen him up at the local headquarters on a number of 
occasions in the short period of time, and I think— 

Mr. Tavenner. If you don’t know, don’t state. 

Mr. Marqusee. I am not sure. I went to this meeting and Eliza- 
beth Gurley Flynn was there and spoke for a short period of time, 
and there were a few others at the meeting. It was subsequent to 
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this meeting that I was asked if I wanted to learn more of the Com- 
munist Party and its activities and policies and programs and so 
forth. 

Bob Northrup asked me that. 

Mr. TavenNER. Was that at the meeting that night ? 

Mr. Marquser. I believe the meeting was held in the afternoon, 
and I think this took place as we were driving away from the meeting 
or perhaps a little social discussion after the meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you tell Mr. Northrup when he asked you 
if you wanted to obtain more information regarding the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Mareuser. I said, “Yes; I would be interested in learning,’ 
and, frankly, I had a high regard for Bob Northrup and the people 
I had met whom I associated with the Communist movement appeared 
to be active people. It was my first experience with anything that in- 
volved social reform or political activity of any kind, and I never had 
any contact with Communists before. I wasn’t aware of the conse- 
quences of my decision at that time, but I simply said I did want 
to learn more about it, and if he cared to have me, I would go to the 
other meetings and take part. He suggested this was a good way to 
learn about the Communist Party and the Communist program, by 
learning it from the authoritative sources, the members themselves. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become a member of the Communist Party 
as a result of this —e Q 

Mr. Marauseer. I did. 

Mr. TAveENNER. Were you issued a Communist Party card? 

Mr. Marquser. That I never have been sure of. I was issued a 
card of some kind, which I recall was a constitution of the Commu- 
nist Party. There was no question I was a member of the Commu- 
nist Party. The only people at these meetings were members of the 
Communist Party. How long they had been in, I had no knowl- 
edge. I wanted to learn more about it. It subsequently confirmed 
what I had thought. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell who were the other persons present 
at this first meeting that you attended at which Elizabeth Gurley 
Flynn spoke ¢ 

Mr. MarquseeE. Bob Northrup was there. Sidney Friedlander was 
there. His wife, Mrs. Friedlander, was there. A Metty Fernandez. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell that ? 

Mr. Margqusexr. I believe it is F-e-r-n-a-n-d-e-z, and I believe there 
were 1 or 2 others whose names I can’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. In your discussions with Mr. Northrup, were you 
informed by him as to what advantage there would be to you to join 
the Communist Party and become a member of it? 

Mr. Mareuser. Some week or 2 or 3 weeks after I went to this meet- 
ing and joined the Communist Party, and I believe just a week prior 
to when I was to leave my employment with the local and go home for 
a vacation and continue my schooling in the Cornell School of Indus- 
trial and Labor Relations, we had a few discussions along these lines 
in which he asked me if I had an interest in trade unionism, if I had an 
interest in making a career in the trade-union movement, enthusiasm 
for the labor movement, and I said I did, based on my short experience 
with the UE. At that time, I felt it was a dynamic thing, and I did 
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have an interest. The general tenor of what he expressed to me was, 
first of all, that the trade-union-movement leadership from the view- 
point that Communists should come from the ranks of the workers 
and that the best way to develop into leadership in the trade-union 
movement, the best way to make a contribution from a Communist 
view was to go into the shop, and he urged me to secure employment in 
the General Electric at that time and not go back to school. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were discouraged in not completing your 
education along the lines you had planned it 4 

Mr. Marausee. In effect, yes. I had a similar discussion with 
another person. 

Mr. TavENNER. Who was that? 

Mr. Marqusere. Hal Klein, who was a functionary of the Commu- 
nist Party of that area. He made the same point on a few occasions 
and further stated that the best training for an analysis and an in- 
sight into what makes up good trade-union leadership in his viewpoint 
was a membership in the Communist Party and background in the 
Communist Party and a background in the Communist Party while 
employed as a rank-and-file worker in the plant, and the tenor of both 
of these discussions was to urge me te stay on in Schenectady. 

Mr. Watrer. The thing that has impressed me, not only in this 
hearing, but at similar ones, is the fact that the UE is not able to pro- 
vide the kind of leadership that you talk about because of the leaders 
they have. They don’t produce the militant program that other 
trade-union leaders do because they are afraid of the result that the 
workers themselves suffer and don’t get what they would get if they 
were members of organizations that are not dominated by communism. 

Mr. Kearney. Would you mind repeating the name of that indi- 
vidual you named who was the Communist organizer in Schenectady. 

Mr. Marquser. Harold Klein. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you return and resume your studies, or did you 
follow the suggestions made by Harold Klein and Mr. Northrup that 
you go into the shop and begin your career in the field of industrial 
relations that way ¢ 

Mr. Marquser. No; I didn’t follow their suggestions at all. Inde- 
pendent of family pressure, of which there would have been con- 
siderable, I had always wanted to be an attorney, which was in the 
back of my mind from the very day I started school, and I also had 
simply not enough enthusiasm for that suggestion nor was I convinced 
of its constructive value, and I told them I wasn’t interested at that 
time in staying there, and I told them I was going back to Cornell to 
complete my education. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, prior to the termination of your work that 
summer, did you attend other meetings of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marquser. Yes; I recall having attended one other. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about that plea 
Where and when was it held and who was there? 

Mr. Marquser. That meeting was held in the other part of this 
two-family house in which the Northrups lived at that time and which 
was owned or rented, I am sure, by the Ellis family. 

Mr. Tavenner. Rudy Ellis’s family ? 

Mr. Marqusere. That is correct, and there were, I would say, about 
a dozen people at that meeting, and it was at that meeting that Harold 
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Klein did almost all the talking, and primarily, there was discussion 
about the approach to the fight for peace and the fight for freedom, 
and there was also some discussion at that meeting about a better 
recruitment program for the Communist Party of the area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was present as well as you can recall? 

Mr. Marqusee. Well, there was Harold Klein and the Ellis’s, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ellis, Dick Linsley, who was a UE organizer at the time, and 
Harry Mazur. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name. 

Mr. Marqusee. I am not sure. I believe—M-a-z-e-r. ‘There were 
others at that meeting whose names I do not recall. I can only name 
a few of them, and, as I recall, there were about a dozen people at the 
meeting itself. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Was there any other occasion when you were pres- 
ent during a conversation relating to some business or some activity 
of the Communist Party that you can recall / 

Mr. Marquser. I recall having gone over to the apartment in which 
Hal Klein, the district organizer, lived and the situation stands out 
because, as I look back in retrospect, it seems to be an illustration of 
the kind of clandestine guidance that, knowingly or unknowingly, 
the Communists attempt to give to movements which refrain from any 
labor-supported or Communist head. It was in relation to the Ameri- 
can Labor Party campaign for endorsing Peterson. I recall going 
over to Klein’s house late in the evening at which time it was known 
that Peterson had not won. I recall quite clearly that Klein had 
come back from a trip and Klein was analyzing where the Communists 
had failed and placing part of the responsibility on the failure of the 
Democratic primaries as far as the union was concerned on the Com- 
munist inability to support correctly or to be sufficiently active in the 
election campaign. 

Mr. Scnerer. During your previous experience with the Communist 
Party, did you form any conclusions as to the interest in the party 
dominating the union ? , 

Mr. Marquser. I don’t think I can testify intelligently on the 
party’s interest in dominating the local, from personal experience. 
There are other instances in my membership in the Communist Party 
on which I can testify of what I consider Communist offensive 
domination, but not in regard to No. 301. I went to two meetings in 
Schenectady. I went to those party meetings. I think I was 19 
or 20 at that time. I had never been in the union hall before. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will make my question broader. From all of your 
experience with the Communist Party, did you form any conclusions 
as to the Communist Party’s attempt to control any union or the 
unions in which they were interested ? 

Mr. Marqusee. Well, subsequently I became a business agent of a 
bartenders’ local in Ithaca, and during the time that I was a business 
agent for that union, which was for a period of about 8 or 9 months, 
I was approached on any number of occasions and urged to take a 
more Communist position in my leadership in that union. So far as 
unions are concerned, this would be the only experience in which I 
could testify in an enlightened way about it. Bob Johnston, who was 
the Communist Party organizer for the southern tier of New York, 
#pproached me on any number of occasions and told me my failure to 
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try to get women into the bartenders’ union, that my failure to get 
political action in the union, my failure in not raising political issues 
in the union, was an op portunist view. 

I am sure that many Communists, very sincerely motivated young 
people, would deny that the Communists tried to dominate the very 
nature of their clandestine character, in which the whole concept of 
sending party me mbers out into groups—I am sure they would never 
use the term “infiltrated” and I am sure many of the people I know 
they were not infiltrating. There was no question but that it was to 
cuide the action, by this concept of self-criticism, and the determina- 
tion of policy of an individual by a group. So far as unions, the only 
position on which I can testify, is the position as business agent in 
Ithaca. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the circumstances under 
which you took that position as business agent of the bartenders’ 
low al? 

Mr. Marquser. When I got to Ithaca in the fall of 1948 I worked 
very actively in behalf of the American Labor Party candidate run- 
ning for a State officer. His name was Carl Golden. He was also 
president of the local bartenders, which, for all purposes, was almost 
a defunct union. It had a membership of 15 or 20. Dues hadn’t been 
collected. No contracts were signed. He said if he got the guys in 
the union to agree, would I be interested in taking the business ¢ agent’s 
job at some nominal salary, $15 a month or something like that. I 
was enthused about it. I thought it would give me more experience. 
The suggestion was broached at a meeting, and I was accepted, and I 
worked in that union from the fall of 1949 to the spring of 1950 
and it was during that period of time the union membership did grow, 
and we did sign some 15 or 20 contracts, I believe, and essentially, all 
the members of that union were interested—it was a social medium. 
it was a protective device in the event their wages should be cut. It 
was a protective device to better their economic conditions. I have 

ersonally no knowledge of any Communist in that union. Both the 
criticisms and the suggestion that were given to me by Bob Johnston 
and other Communists were to use more personal influence in guiding 
the union along lines which they considered trade lines, which were 
really Communist lines. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you give the committee the names of any 
other persons you can now recall who tried to influence you to work 
more in behalf of the Communist Party while acting as business agent 
for this local union? 

(At this point Mr. Walter left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Marquser. I would say that the prime mover was Bob John- 
ston and that the other discussions I had along those lines weren’t held 
in party meetings but during my social contact whom I had know]l- 
edge of as Communists. I think on their part, it was rather casual 
and academic discussion, because most of these people were siiouin, 
but I think on the part of Bob Johnston, it was very serious. As a 
matter of fact, I recall that Bob Johnston had said he discussed this 
situation with some leader in the Communist Party. I recall that 
trade unions in the - inds of Communists were very few, and he gave 
the appearance of its being a good deal more significant than, in 
effect, it was. It was a small bartenders’ union. 
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Mr. TavenNner. Your testimony indicates that you continue to 
attend the Communist Party meetings after returning to Cornell from 
your summer’s work with local No. 301. 

Mr. Marquser. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what the nature 
of your activities were after your return to Cornell that fall. 

Mr. Marquser. Are you asking a question in relation to Communist 
Party activities / 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Marquserz. Before I left Schenectady, Harold Klein—after I 
had told him my decision not to accept the sugege stion of sti aying in 
Schenectady, based on my desire to finish my education and go on to 
a legal education, Hal Klein told me I would cert: ainly be interested in 
continuing my Communist Party activities, and I would be contacted 
by someone at Cornell’s campus. This was some time in August. I 
went home for about a month and returned to Cornell in the fall of 

1948. A few weeks after I was back at Cornell, I spoke to 2 brothers 
who were then fellow students of mine in the school of industrial 
relations and who had a reputation of either being Communists or 
very close to Communists, and I simply said to them, “Are you mem- 
bers of the Communist Party /” and they said they were and did | 
think I was. I said I would like to go to the meetings or the discus- 

ions and they said they would arrange it, which they did. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Who were those individuals ? 

Mr. Marqusez. Loubell, David and Jon Loubell. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Do you know whether the first name was Jon? 

Mr. Mareuser. That is correct. J-o-n. Jon Loubell and David 
Loubell. 

Mr. TAVENNER. J-o-n ? 

Mr. Marquserr. That is right. 

Mr. TavenneER. Do you know whether that was an abbreviation of 
his correct name / 

Mr. M ARQUSEE., I knew these boys quite well and I had, to be very 
frank, real affection for them, and I still have real affection, and re 
cardless of the laughter in the back of the room, I don’t think there is 
any inconsistency in having real affection for them and hating the phil 
osophy they are identified with. As a matter of fact, it is still my 

right to have respect for the philosophy, which I don’t consider so 
pene 

Mr. Tavenner. You have made up your mind to fight 

Mr. Marqusee. It is not the philosophy for me, and it is not con- 
sistent with the values 1 consider for a democratic American. 

Mr. Kearney. Philosophies are not for the country either. 

Mr. Marquser. I would agree with you very definitely. 

Mr. Scuerer. It is more than a philosophy. The Communist Party 
is not a political party as we know political parties. It is a conspir- 
acy. It has been so established by the highest courts in this country. 
It is a conspiracy and dominated by a foreign power. 

Mr. Maraquser. It is secretive. It meets in a clandestine way. Its 
inembers are unwilling to come out to the public. But I must say 
this, and my opinion makes this all the more tragic. The majority 
of my experience was with young people, and I would appeal for un- 
derstanding of these young people. Perhaps, because of the exclusive 
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character of my experience, I might overemphasize this. I was 
among those young people, and with the exception of some, who were 
drawn in for psychological reasons—some were malcontents who 
joined any movement—the bulk of the young people that I met in the 
Communist Party were unfortunately, highly and sincerely moti- 
vated, and if their energies had been channeled in other directions the 
bulk of them would have made wonderful citizens. The worst of it 
is that a great majority of them make good students. They are very 
bright. They get into the Communist Party, and into dogmas, and it 
is hard to break away. 

Mr. Tavenner. The reasons you have assigned, the results you 
have described, form the very basis of the decision of the Communists 
to attempt to infiltrate the schools and to reach young men, intelligent 
young men, during impressionable years of their lives, and that does 
inake it more tragic. 

Mr. Marquser. I have no idea but that this has been discussed con- 
stantly, but the net effect of Communist practices and their work on 
student campuses is by means of flattery, by appeal to the most ideal- 
istic and the finest ideas in the student by appeal to social comparison, 
and that is what draws them into the movement. 

Mr. Tavenner. These young people do not realize the real objec- 
tive of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Marqusee. I agree. 

Mr. Tavenner. They don’t understand that it is a conspiracy. 

Mr. Marqusee. In my opinion, the bulk of them are unable to see 
the tremendous gaps and the double standards in the Communist phil- 
osphy and illustrative of this, I will never forget—they will speak 
for endless hours on the lack of civil liberties in Spain, and as soon 
as you get to the lack of civil liberties in the Soviet Union, their 
response is, “I am not a citizen of the Soviet Union.” Their phi- 
losophy is inconsistent and unfortunate. 

Mr. Scuerer. They look at the Communist Party as an attractive 
philosophy, do they not? 

Mr. Marquser. They are essentially want a better social condition. 
They are well meaning young people who are horribly misled. 

Mr. Scuerer. It appeals to them as an attractive economy. 

Mr. Marquser. This group, I would agree—yes, sir. ‘There were 
some who came into it for other reasons, a multitude of reasons. 

Mr. Scuerer. And in 99.44 percent there is not a disloyal bone in 
their bodies. 

Mr. Marquser. I agree with you, and I think if there is a construc- 
tive function this committee could have, I hope we could bring that 
message across to these young people. 

Mr. Scuerer. They don’t understand they are being used. 

Mr. Marqusre. They would deny that. 

Mr. Scuerer. And the conspiracy itself doesn’t believe in the philos- 
ophy it promulgates. 

Mr. Marqusee. Correct. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What were the chief activities of the Communist 
Party group at Cornell during the period when you were a member of 
it, which controlled the interest of those young people who were mem- 
bers and engaged their attention? 
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Mr. MArquser. 7 ee in the Communist Party in Ithaca 
consisted of 2 sides: (1) My activity in what was called the downtown 
group; and the iid oh student group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Speak of the student group first. 

Mr. Marqusee. During the latter stages of my membership in the 
Communist Party, there was in existence at Cornell the Labor Youth 
League, and in my opinion it provided nothing more than a respect- 
able vehicle through which young Communists could communicate 
their program to the other students. In my experience, every Labor 
Youth League member was a Communist Party member. Their activi- 
ties in the Communist Party meetings, their role, and that is the ex- 
pression that I believe was used, of individual students was evaluated 
as to where they could make the best contribution on the campus and 
the students would be in different organizations of different kinds. 
Certainly there was emphasis given to the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People. There was emphasis for tempo- 
rary committees relating to peace and international events. There 
was emphasis given to work in the Young Progressives of America 
during its existence. They directed students to work in all sorts of 
relatively nonpolitical organizations in order for them to get what was 
stated as “roots” and, then, there was independent Labor Youth 
League activity, which was, in effect, a Communist Party activity. 

Mr. TavenNer. Do you recall any special projects of the Labor 
Youth League which were sponsored by the Communist Party; for 
instance, was there any publication used for the ¢ arrying on of Com- 
munist Party propaganda among the student body ? 

Mr. Mareusek. Yes: there was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell us about that, please. 

Mr. Marqusee. I can’t recall the exact dates, but I would say the 
spring of 1950 and the fall of 1950 and the spring of 1951 and perhaps 
some months prior to that period there was in existence a publication 
which was mailed and distributed personally and handed out, pub- 
lished by the Labor Youth League, and it was a very straightforward 
presentation of the Marxist and Communist approach on these 
questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the name of the pamphlet ? 

Mr. Maraquser. I can’t recall the name. It was stated on the pam- 
phlet, “A Publication of the Cornell Chapter of the Labor Youth 
League.” 

Mr. Kearney. Does the name “The Challenge” ring a bell? 

Mr. Marquser. I can’t recall. I am sorry. I believe the name 
“Challenge” is familiar. I believe that is a national publication of 
the Labor Youth League. This was a local publication, mimeo- 
graphed by the Cornell student members of the Labor Youth League 
and put out exclusively for the students. This was on specific local 
conditions on the campus. 

Mr. Kearney. You mentioned that most of the members of the 
Labor Youth League were members of the Communist Party. Dur- 
ing your student days how many known Communists did you run 
across ? 

Mr. Marquser. Are you referring to graduate students, exclusiv ely 
Cornell students and graduate students ? 

Mr. Scnerer. A minute number whatever it is, 
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Mr. Marquser. Certainly minute compared to the total student 
population of Cornell. I think it would be around 25. 

Mr. Kearney. What was the student population ¢ 

Mr. Marequser. About 10,000. 

Mr. Kearney. That is a pretty good record for a university. 

Mr. Marquser. I would say it is a good tribute to Cornell students 
for a number of reasons. 

Mr. KrarNry. That ratio amazed me, when I have heard that Cor- 
nell is a hotbed for communism. When you take the figure you have 
enumerated I think they have to be complimented rather than have 
it bandied around the country. 

Marquser. As a young man who has had the experience I have 
had, I would say it also could give us real faith, because while on one 
hand over 99 percent of the Cornell students would have protected 
the right of these small groups to assembly in discussion, they would 
almost completely refrain from taking any part in their activity, and 
the only time they did was when it was a broad issue, and they had 
no knowledge then this group was being rather actively guided by 
the Labor Youth League. I agree it is a tribute to both the university 
and student body. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether any of the leaders in this 
group of Communists to which you have referred were members of 
the Communist Party before they came to Cornell ? 

Mr. Mareuser. If I did, it would only be hearsay. 

Mr. 'TAvenNeER. Did you learn it from the individuals themselves ? 
I don’t w: - you to state what one individual said regarding another 
individual, but in the course of your conversations with any of them, 
did they admit to you that they had been members of the Communist 
Party before coming to Cornell ? 

Mr. Maraquser. I recall specifically that David and Jon Loubell 
told me they had been, which, incidentally would have had them in the 
Communist Party at the age of 16, and I think it has some significance 
in trying to illustrate that while on one hand they are bright and 
highly sincere young men, on the other hand, they haven’t had the 
opportunity to be exposed to the very philosophy they think is demo- 
cratic. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were any of the members of this group engaged in 
oraduate studies at the ere 

Mr. Marquser. Yes; there were some. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. How aaa were graduate students? 

Mr. Marqusee. About 5. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
the graduate students who were members of this group? 

Mr. Marquser. These people that I have been to Communist Party 
meetings with during the period of time I was in the Communist 
Party at Cornell—Walter Wiggins, who was a law student there, was 
in and also expelled from the Communist Party while I was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I would like for you to indicate in every in- 
stance where you know whether the individual withdrew from the 
Communist Party at any time. 

Mr. Marquser. There was a Frank Rosenfeld, who was also a law 
student at Cornell at that time, and although he was involved in this 
expulsion business, I am not sure as to whether or not he ever left the 
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party. He was a member of the party at the time I was at Cornell. 
There was a Lee Benson, who was a graduate student in the history 
department when he was expelled under the same circumstances th: at 
Mr. Wiggins was expelled from the party. There was a David Brown- 
stone, who was a law student, and his wife, Lila Brownstone. He was 
expelled from Cornell University, and he left Cornell. 

Ar. TAVENNER. That ends the list of those who were in the graduate 
department who were members. Will you tell the committee who were 
the leaders of the undergraduate group in the Communist Party 
activities. Iam not asking for rank and file members, just the leaders. 

Mr. Marqusre. I would say David and Jon Loubell were very active. 
Samuel Suckow was an active leader. Mary Woods was an active 
leader. Max Finestone. 

Mr. TAavENNER. Just a moment. Do you have personal knowledge 
of any Communist Party activities of Mary Woods, outside of her 
work on the campus? 

Mr. Marquser. None. These are people I attended Communist 
Party meetings with, and in my judgment, based on your question of 
asking for leadership, would be considered leadership i in the under- 
or: aduate group of the Communist Party of Cornell. There was Max 
Finestone and Eleanora Valden, and then, there were others. 

Mr. TAVENNER. There were others that you consider were not lead- 
ers—do you mean ? 

Mr. Marquser. They were not as active in leadership as these people 
were. ‘These people were the most active in leadership during the 
time I was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would suggest we ask the names 
of the other persons involved there, who were not outstanding leaders 
of this group, in an executive session, with the idea that those names 
will be held by the committee until further disclosures show what 
course of action the committee should take with regard to those 
individuals. 

Mr. Kearney. Yes; we will take those up in executive session. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that your activities in Cornell were 
divided between the undergraduate group in a group within the city 
of Ithaca. 

Mr. Maraquser. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did it occur that you became interested in this 
group of party members in the city of Ithaca? 

Mr. Marquser. When I first returned to Cornell from my employ- 
ment there was some discussion as to what my role would be, in the 
sense it is being used, as to what I would do politically, and there was 
a need at that time for someone to work very actively in the American 
Labor Party downtown, and I was told of the existence of a downtown 
group, and shortly after, some meetings of the undergraduate Com- 
munist group which I attended when I first got back in the fall of 
1948, I was shifted to the downtown group as a result of their decision 
to be active in the American Labor Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of whose decision ? 

Mr. Marqusez. That was a decision of the committee called, I 
believe, the central committee or the executive committee. What it 
was in effect 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what? 
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Mr. Marqusrr. Of the Communist Party of Ithaca area. That 
committee was composed of representatives from 3 groups: (1) The 
downtown group; (2) the student group; and (3) a group which I 

can only assume  xisted from discussions I have heard in the other 
2 groups that I attended meetings with, a faculty group. 

Mr. Scuerer. This activity that you have been describing extended 
over that period ? 

Mr. Marqusere. The fall of 1948 to the spring of 1951. 

Mr. Scuerer. As late as 1951 

Mr. Marquser. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You state that you had reason to believe from your 
discussions in the undergraduate group and in the downtown group 
and there was a faculty group. What is the basis for that conclusion 
on your part ? 

Mr. Marquser. When there was a need for funds to be raised either 
for the Daily Worker campaign, or some other Communist campaign, 
the statement was often made, particularly by Robert Johnston— 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was Bob Johnston ? 

Mr. Marqusee. He was the liaison between the rather isolated 
Communist groups in Ithaca and the leadership of the Communist 
Party elsewhere. He would say that so much has to be raised, the 
quota is so much from this area. The quota of the downtown group 
is so much, and the student group is so much, and I think we can get 
so much from the faculty group. It was based on that statement. 1] 
have no other knowledge of it. It was from that statement that I 
assumed that there was a faculty group in existence in addition to 
which there was discussion by representatives of this executive com 
mittee during which time, occasionally, he would say the representa 
tive of the faculty said so and so, There weren’t great precautions 
taken so far as the students were concerned for secrecy. I think pri- 
marily that many of them weren’t fully aware of the conditions of 
what they were doing. ‘There was a tremendous amount of pre- 
caution as far as the faculty group was concerned. There were 
evidently a great many precautions taken. Of course, the students 
were known and they were curious students as to whether a faculty 
group was in existence and which faculty persons were on it. 

Mr. TavENNER. You never discovered guidance given by the faculty 
members to your student body group? P 

Mr. Maraquser. Never. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of the members of the 
downtown group of the Communist Party in Ithaca with whom you 
met as Communist Party members? 

Mr. Marqusre. Some of the members of the downtown group 
weren't downtown people at all in the sense you and I would consider 
downtown people. They were simply students more mature or who 
couldn’t find a role in the student activity, or who, because of some 
reason, were thought to be more valuable downtown. Some of these 
people were students in the downtown group. 

Mr. Tavenner. I stated we would ask you for the names of the 
student group, who are not much involved in this matter, in the 
secret session. That is Ce of their youth, because of all the other 
things that were involved, but if any of them became members of this 
downtown group for the Communist Party, we want their names. 
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Mr. Marquser. In various meetings of the downtown group which 
I attended, the graduate students whom I mentioned previously in 
my testimony were Mr. Wiggins, Mr. Rosenfeld, Mr. Brownstone, 
Mr. Benson—they were all in those meetings. In addition to those 
people, Homer Owen and his wife; a Mr. Sherman Mitchell, a former 
Communist functionary ; George Cook. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Just a moment. Will you give us all the identify- 
ing information you can as you mention these names. With that in 
mind, will you go back and state the names again ¢ 

Mr. Marquser. Mr. Cook. George Cook lived on a farm outside of 
Ithaca, and I know at one time he was a Communist functionary. His 
wife, I believe, Melba Cook, was also in the party, and that is the 
extent to which I could identify them. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Proceed. 

Mr. Marquser. Sherman Mitchell was a laborer that lived outside 
of Ithaca ona farm. Homer Owen was a graduate student. His wife 
was an employee of the university. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of her employment ? 

Mr. Marquser. Secretarial work of some kind. There was a Neil 
Kruth (K-r-u-t-h), N-e-i-], I believe, who lived on a farm outside of 
Ithaca. There was a Leroy Smith who left the party, was not ex- 
pelled, but left the party, both joined it and left it during the time 
[ was in the Communist Party there. Then, there was a Victor and 
Lee Steinhardt. He was a librarian at Cornell, and she was a house- 
wife. Also, under the same circumstances that Mr. Wiggins and 
Benson were expelled, Hugh and Ann Schaeffer were in the Com- 
inunist Party and were expelled during that same period of time that 
the Wiggins’ were expelled. 

Mr. ‘lavenner. Were there occasions when functionaries of the 
Communist Party on a higher level appeared before either your 
student group or the downtown group of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marquser. The functionary who was there often was Bob 
Johnston, from Binghamton. Robert Johnston, from Binghamton, 
who was the Communist Party organizer for the southern tier. He 
was there quite often, attended meetings, gave a lot of guidance, 
passed on directives, collected funds, and comparable things. Other 
than that the only Communist Party functionary I recall meeting was 
John Noto, from Buffalo, who was a Communist Party organizer, and 
he came down to talk to me particularly about my position as business 
agent of the bartenders’ union and attempted to give the same line 
of reasoning that Bob Johnston had given to me on previous 
occasions. 

Mr. TAvennerR. How do you spell his last name? 

Mr. Marquser. N-o-t-o, I believe. Those were the only Communist 
Party functionaries who came to Cornell in my knowledge as such. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told the committee of the activity of the 
Communist Party in connection with the American Labor Party in 
Schenectady. Did you observe any activity of that character in 
Ithaca ? 

Mr. Marqusee. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr, Tavenner. Will you describe it to the committee ? 

Mr. Marquser. I can testify very accurately as to the character 
of the mechanations that went into the guidance of the American 
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Labor Party by the Communist Party there. I was very active in 
the American Labor Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Take as much time as is necessary to give me an 
accurate picture. : 

Mr. Marquser. In the same vein, there were certainly a very sincere 
and socially conscious people in the American Labor Party, not Com- 
munists. There were also among the Communists active, probably 
sincere and well-meaning people, but there is no question that what- 
ever the Communist Party said, and that was usually the case, for a 
bit of action to be taken by the American Labor Party, it was taken, 
and there were any number of occasions when I was at Communist 
Party meetings when Bob Johnston would say, “We are going to have 
the campaign for a particular case.” In most cases, these cases were 
bona fide issues, cases which today I would support, valid issues, but 
ordinarily coordinated by a Communist-front committee some place 
nationally. He would say the best medium to work through would be 
the American Labor Party. 

It was accepted as that, so that all the surface determinations of 
the American Labor Party, almost completely the policy of the 
American Labor Party was determined by the Communist Party 
insofar as Ithaca was concerned. I was in the Communist Party for 
2 years. I was in the American Labor Party and on the executive 
committee during that time, and I managed the bulk of the campaigns 
during that time. So, I myself, unknowingly, carried into effect what 
I consider the principle of Communist Party guidance and domina- 
tion of what they would consider a united-front organization. I 
would say, if you had asked the Communist sincerely if this was true, 
he might deny it, but, factually, and historically, it is impossible to 
deny it. They would even say that so and so would be good to head 
up this committee, or they would even pick out somebody so as to look 
very casual which personality in the American Labor Party we would 
suggest that we have a campaign and very casually the person would 
raise this question. 

Mr. Scuerer. You say these issues that were supported were gen- 
uine issues, and many times had fine objectives? 

Mr. Marquser. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. And they were promoted by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Marquser. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you later learn from your experience that while 
the Communist Party interested themselves in these issues they 
weren’t sincerely interested in those objectives but merely used them 
as a means to attract these types of individuals to the Communist 
cause ¢ 

Mr. Marquser. I have to answer that question in two ways. I 
would say without question, the rank and file Communists, the student 
Communists, that I knew, if they were in the Communist Party, they 
were sincerely interested in these issues, but the point is that these 
issues, if these issues came into fruition so that another organization 
was created, it would not be too long before that organization took 
up other issues not quite as genuine. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am talking about the functionaries of the Commu- 
nist Party who interested themselves in promoting these noble objec- 
tives and genuine objectives, as you say. I am trying to find out 
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whether you came to the conclusion that the functionaries in the party, 
while they promoted and promulgated objectives were they actually 
sincere in promoting those objectives or did they promote them merely 
to attract the type of individuals you are talking about to the Com- 
munist cause ? 

Mr. Marqusetr. I know nothing about the sincerity of the function- 
aries. ‘There was once a strike on in Cornell University of the build- 
ing service employees’ union during a bitter cold period of time. Bob 
Johnston suggested to me that we set up a food truck to help feed 
these pickets. These people had never belonged to a union before. 
Personally, to me, it was a great idea. They were largely elderly 
women employed by the university, and in their attempts to get col- 
lective bargaining, this was a valid issue. He said, that we should 
put the “American Labor Club of Ithaca” on it. That time, I dis- 
agreed, that the American Labor Party had nothing to do with that 
strike, that it would prejudice the workers themselves, because of 
their hatred of the American Labor Party. His response was, “How 
else are you going to get roots and appe al and attract wor king people 
like this to the American Labor Party and get them to understand 
that the American Labor is their friend.” In effect, this serving of 
coffee wasn’t their objective, but if it had been done, the people 
serving the coffee would have been doing it sincerely. But, in Bob 
Johnston’s opinion, it was to make the American Labor Party more 
attractive to these people. That situation has been repeated. 

Mr. Scuerer. We have had testimony from Negroes who were for- 
mer members of the Communist Party and who on many occasions 
told us how the Communist Party had championed the rights of 
Negroes. They pointed out to us time and time again that the party 
itself was really not interested in these rights but merely in obtaining 
Negro converts. 

Mr. Marquserr. I would agree, but, unfortunately, you have to 
distinguish between the young Communists that I knew and the real 
Communists, its leadership. The very character of the Communist 
Party makes it a vehicle through which sort of clandestine guidance 
and exploitation is carried on all the time, in my opinion. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Is there anything you can add to your statement to 
the committee regarding the connection of the Communist Party 
with the American Labor Party during the period you were at 
Cornell ? 

Mr. Marquser. Nothing, exc ept that I think it can be validly called 
a Communist-front organization. If they were to call it such, I 
would have no objections. They don’t, and for that reason, it makes 
it an undemocratic thing. 

Mr. TavennEr. Were there occasions when the student group at 
Cornell was used on the picket line or used in connection with any 
other strikes, while you were there? I mean used by the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Marequser. No, sir, I can’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Marqusee, did you have occasion to travel 
abroad during the period while you were still a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Marquser. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which that occurred ? 
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Mr. MARQUSEE. During the summer of 1950, in the spring prior to 
that summer, I had pl: anned to go to Europe with my roommate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Communist Party activities play any part in 
that decision ? 

Mr. Mareuser. Oh, no. There were some fraternity brothers of 
mine. Several of them were going to Europe, who had nothing to do 
with any Communist Party activity. I simply had some funds, and 
wanted to go to Europe. Subsequent to that decision to go, it came 
to my attention that a student congress was going to be he ld in Pr: ue, 
Czechoslovakia, at which there was to be representation from 60 or 70 
nations amongst them some anti-Communist student representation, 

England, Scotland, Wales, and so forth, and that there was going to 
be, an American group of students who were going to this conference. 
It came to my attention through Communist students, and I think i 
was made known to me in some periodicals, Labor Youth aaa 
It came to my attention. I was informed if I would be interested in 
going to Prague, I should go to the committee office in Bleeker Street 
in New York. T he title was “The Committee for International Stu 
dent C ooper ation.’ 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Under what name was the conference to be held in 
Prague? 

Mr. Marquser. Under the name of the International Union of Stu 
dents, which, incidentally, our International Student Association 
of this country was one of the family members, but later left on the 
grounds that it was a highly Communist-dominated organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it that made the suggestion to you that 
you call upon the committee in New York City to arrange about you 
attendance at this convention 4 

Mr. Marquser. I know that I had discussions with the Loubell 
twins, that the place to get information about attendance at the 
congress was at this committee headquarters in New York City. I 
went to that committee headquarters. I simply introduced myself, 
and they quite obviously ~~ w I was coming and knew the kind of 
olitical background that I had and they encouraged me. They said 
it would be pe rfectly feasible and possible for me to go. The whole 
meeting didn’t take very long. They simply explained the mechanics 
of how to get my visa. I then applied for a passport, and on my 
passport I stated I was going to go through Europe as a tourist, and 
I was going to Prague, Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Investigations made by this committee of numerous 
instances when students have attended meetings of this type show 
that they have not given to the State Department the names of all 
the countries they expected to vist and were always careful to conceal 
from the State Department the real purpose. 

Mr. Marqusee. I am aware of that. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Were you given any advice by this committee on 
this point? 

Mr. MarquseF. No, but later, when I was at the congress, I learned 
that almost all of them had excluded the fact that they were going to 
the Prague conference. In my own case, I stated it in the passport 
application. There was some del: ay. I mentioned it to my father that 
there was such a delay, and he took the bull by the horns and called 
the State Department in Washington right that minute and said he 
would like to speak to someone in author ity and that his son had not 
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gotten a passport and if he wasn’t to have it, he would like to know but 
he thought the reason he hadn’t gotten it was because he was going to 
attend the conference. I later got the passport. Upon my return, I 
returned the passport. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your father know at that time that you had 
been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marqusee. I would like to comment on that. My father is 
« businessman, and my mother is a businesswoman, and we are prob- 
ably a typical family, Republican and Democratic—my parents. My 
father was picked out as the outstanding doughboy in World War 
1, decorated as Sergeant York. I consider him a real patriot in every 
sense of the word in that he would support and defend every good 
American institution, and I think he approached my development by 
simply taking the position that “He has to mature and learn for 
himself” and in his determinations not to coerce me, I think he never 
asked me whether I was a member of the Communist Party, but he 
knew everything I did. He knew I went to Communist Party meet- 
ings. I think, further, subsequently—now, he has a great deal of 
knowledge about the situation. At that time, he didn’t know how 
the Communist Party operated, in the sense that you couldn’t go to 
the Communist Party meetings without being a member. In his 
conservative manner his was simply an extension of his being straight- 
forward, in saying, “I am for my son having a passport. If he is not 
to have one, I want him to know it.” 

Mr. TaveNNER. What is the occasion of the difficulty you had while 
you were at the meeting in Prague / 

Mr. Marquser. The congress in Prague had an attendance of about, 
I think, somewhere around 20,000 students, a tremendous number 
coming from some 60 countries, and the American group was supposed 
to be there in the status of an observer group. Briefly, there were 
a lot of speeches and resolutions and in a multitude of languages, and 
they had simultaneous translations provided for and at one conference, 
x South Korean was speaking and an American, Hal Holman, came 
down to the table and said, “This is going to be a resolution which will 
call for the Security Council.” Incidentally, I should preface that 
by saying that the day I left for Europe, the Korean war started, 
and the congress therefore took place at some stage in the Korean 
war but he came down to the table and gathered all these 25 or 30 
Americans together and said, “There is going to be a resolution sug- 
gested by the South Koreans, and there is a telegram to be sent by the 
United Nations asking them to mediate this dispute.” There was a 
lot of commotion, and within 5 minutes after the resolution had been 
made, somebody said, “Who is going to second the resolution?” I] 
ended up as the student selected to second the resolution, and we 
scribbled some notes on a piece of paper. He showed me where to go 
on the platform. I went to the platform. I made a seconding state- 
ment to a resolution that I assumed was the resolution Hal Holman 
told me was presented. I got down. The following morning, I got 
a telegram from my mother, I believe, in which great alarm was ex- 
pressed. What had happened was that as bad as my statement was 
in retrospect, the UP had made it a good deal worse and made an error 
in transmitting it to the United States and included things in the 
resolution which weren’t in, and included things in my speech which 
weren’t in. On the basis of that, the president of the university 
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stated, “If the statements as reported are correct, Marqusee will be 
expelled.” I canceled my ship reservations and came home by plane. 
I got the American group to signify that I didn’t sponsor the resolu- 
tion, and that it was not a resolution that was anti-American. I went 
to the United Press, and they were prepared to go to the university. 
The news manager of the United Press said they would state that an 
error had been made. The United Press wrote such a letter to the 
faculty committee on student conduct. I appeared before that com- 
mittee. At the same time, there was a delegate to the Youth Con- 
ference in Prague. He wrote a letter to the effect that, in the 
tradition of American fair play, it was not what I had said or 
seconded. In addition to that, I got the best I could, a transcript of 
the resolution—I never got an official transcript—and presented that 
and the faculty comiunittee decided on the basis of the United Press 
statement—they contacted the United Press who said an error had 
Leen made—they decided after some hours that I would not be ex- 
pelled, and I was readmitted to the university. Cornell University 
issued a statement as well as the United Press. 

Mr. Tavenner. As soon as you found out what had occured, you 
returned to the United States to straighten this matter out? 

Mr. Marquser. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did not stay for the remainder of the con- 
vention / 

Mr. Marquser. I think that was next to the last day that this took 
place. However, I had the ship there coming home, which I gave 
to somebody else, and I took a plane home. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Counsel, aren’t we wandering a little bit afield ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That was a part of his activity at Prague, and I 
thought he should have an opportunity to explain it because there 
has been a lot of publicity about it. 

After you returned to Cornell, did you continue in any way to 
affiliate with the Communist Party / 

Mr. Marquser. I continued to go to meetings, but I was practically 
inactive insofar as—other than going to meetings. I went to Amer- 
ican Labor Party executive committee meetings. I resigned from my 
job in the bartenders’ union in Ithaca and a great many, many doubts, 
both in Communist philosophy and about the practices of the Com- 
munist Party, as I had seen it, crept in, and I went to maybe 5 or 6 
meetings, maybe less, up to January, and then 3 to 4 from January 
to June 1951. [I think it was in April or May. It was quite obvious 
to people whom I still have high regard for, and there was a social 
relationship independent of our political relationship, that I had se- 
rious doubts, and that I had a lot of very strong feelings about it. 
There were arguments and encouragement to get active and to stav 
within the party, and I just left the party as of that date. I became 
so inactive that by the time I left it, it was a natural jumping-off 
point. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have had no connection with the Communist 
Party since that time? 

Mr. Marauser. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am reminded about the name of Homer Owen. 
I should state that Mr. Owen has testified in executive session before 
the committee and has fully cooperated with it, and that he is no longer 
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a member of the Communist Party and has not been for some time. 

Is there anything further you desire to state to the committee re- 
garding your leaving the Communist Party? Are you certain in 
your own mind that the severance of your ties with the Communist 
Party is final and complete ? 

Mr. Scuerer. I think that is obvious. Everything he has said here 
today shows that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think so. I want to give him an opportunity to 
say anything he desires. 

Mr. Marquser. I think that I am more able today, fortunately as 
a result of my experience, to see the Communist Party and the Com- 
munist philosophy for what it is than if I had not had that ex- 
perience. I don’t mean to say that every student should have that 
experience. I hope to God they don’t. 

A good many of the young people whom I was friendly with and 
for whom I have a great affection, I have either named here today ot 
lave named previously in executive session, or I have named in co 
operation with other Federal agencies and will name here in this 
session, and it is not in antagonism to them, but, on the con 
trary, I have for some of them nothing but an appeal for understand- 
ing and I hope that we can convince them that the blindness that they 
placed on the sides of their eyes in terms of their acceptance of double 
cine. that is instinctive to the Communist Party when it dis- 
cusses civil liberties, when it comes to logic of democratic centralism, 
we put all the authority unchecked into a little central focal point 
and the sort of things I saw at Czechoslovakia and the sort of com- 
pletely undemocratic practices of the Communist Party and completely 
unscientific practices—if students want to be scientific, I would 
urge them to get out of the Communist Party, and I would say that 
the same sincere motivation that allowed them and myself at one 
time to go into the Communist Party, that same motivation could 
be so well channeled and so well energized elsewhere and made such 
wonderful use of and in such an overwhelming way. Young Com- 
munists can be very intense and can lack humor, and they feel that 
they have the world on their shoulders, and the history and the 
( lestiny of the Soviet Union. I hope in some w: ay I may be able to 
convince some of these young peop le the w: ay to h; uve democr: acy and 
a better America rests in something other than the Communist Party. 
A miserable life can rest certainly in such a line. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Kearney. | personally want the witness to know that the com- 
mittee appreciates his coming here and giving such a frank state- 
ment as a former member of the Communist Party. I give you a lot 
of credit. The other witnesses who will be subpenaed will return to- 
morrow at 10 o’clock. The committee will go into executive session. 

(Whereupon, the hearing was adjourned at 4:50 p. m., until 10 
a. m., the following day.) 
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